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|EDITORIAL:| 


THE TRIALS & TRIBULATIONS 
OF THE NWA 


Wrestling fans, if you’ve disagreed with my opinions in the past, and wrote to me 
expressing your feelings, better get your pen and paper ready because you surely 
won’t like what | have to say this month. 

After quietly sitting back for months on end and watching the numerous changes 
made by Jim Crockett Promotions, | feel the time is right for me to finally speak out. 

Probably the biggest mistake this promotion has ever made was doing away with 
the Universal Wrestling Federation in 1987. With the demise of the U.W.F., the 
television ratings for the N.W.A. immediately began to drop. Wrestling fans will 
readily agree the U.W.F. had the best to offer; top notch talent, outstanding matches 
and exciting interviews (where wrestlers talked, not yelled) on a weekly basis. 
Wrestlers who were at the top in the U.W.F. are now no longer used to their fullest 
capacity. Now the N.W.A. has ended up with quite a bit of stale talent at the top and 
no new faces coming in to charge up the crowds. 

| certainly hope | don’t stand alone when | say I’m tired of having to watch the same 
wrestlers month after month, both on television and throughout the different arenas. 
One would assume the only wrestlers to comprise the N.W.A. are Dusty Rhodes, 
Nikita Koloff and the Four Horsemen, or should | say Three Horsemen. Granted, they 
are all excellent ring technicians but, in order to improve their rapidly falling ratings, 
they (N.W.A.) should build on other talent within their ranks, such as ‘‘Hot Stuff’ 
Eddie Gilbert, Terry Taylor and Sting, all who were pulled from the U.W.F. when they 
were among the top contenders in the area. 

Crockett’s most recent, and probably the biggest, change to occur as of late was 
having Lex Luger turn from “heel” to ‘“‘babyface’’. Apparently JCP is planning to 
rebuild its promotion around Luger, hoping the ratings will increase. Putting over Lex 
big-time could prove helpful to TV ratings and overall arena attendance but, at the 
same time it may pull the promotion even lower. 

Seems Luger will be facing Ric Flair in most of his matches and will more than 
likely win the N.W.A. Heavyweight title somewhere down the line. Obviously, Crockett 
Promotions needs to make some long overdue changes but putting Luger at the top 
would not have been my first choice. Using him in a short term feud would most likely 
fan out better as | don’t feel he would do well always being in the number one 
position. 

A champion should possess the necessary qualities, that being an excellent 
physique, good looks and the over-all ring experience needed to represent his 
promotion as its number one athlete. Being a champion requires that certain kind of 
charisma found in someone like Ric Flair, a man who knows how to be a star and 
outshine the others. A champion should also possess the ability to relate to a variety 
of fans world-wide. These are qualities Flair, and even Hulk Hogan, possesses. Lex 
Luger may be easy on the eyes but he certainly doesn’t have what it takes to be 
championship material, at least not yet. He is still learning the business and, I’m sure, 
when his time does finally arrive, he will be ready to represent any promotion he may 
be in at the time. 

As for now, the ‘“‘Nature Boy” should remain in the number one position because 
he certainly has all the necessary qualifications to be the N.W.A. World Heavyweight 
Champion. 

BARBI BARKER 
EDITOR 
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RANDY SAVAGE 


As a professional wrestler, Randy 
Savage ranks among the top few in 
his sport. He definitely has a style 
of his own, a style that has cap- 
tured the hearts of wrestling fans 
the world over. 

With the lovely Elizabeth at his 
side, he confidently enters the ring 
night after night demonstrating a 
fierce desire to continually tri- 
umph. As the crowd resoundingly 
cheers him on, he proudly raises 
his hands high in the air as he 
struts to all four corners. This is his 
way of letting the fans know he is 
still number one. He has fought 
many long, grueling matches to 
stay on top. There were many ob- 
stacles of disappointment along 
the way but, Savage easily took 
them in stride. He is, without a 
doubt, a strong-willed man that 
never lost his desire to be in the 
number one position once again. 
He continually warns his competi- 
tion that he does notintendto 
make it easy for them to pin his 
shoulders to the mat. 

Since his climb to the top was 


. A Man And His Mission ty sue vewicxi 


such a rough one, there are those 
who fear Savage was weakened by 
all the strain. They wonder if he 
has enough inner strength left to 
remain on top. To those con- 
cerned, Randy replies, “My cour- 
age and determination are what 
brought me back to where | am to- 
day. It will be those two things, to- 
gether with the devotion of my 
fans, and the presence of Eliza- 
beth at my side, that will give me 
the strength | need to stay on top. | 
plan to defeat the Honky Tonk Man 
and regain the Inter-Continental ti- 
tle that rightfully belongs around 
my waist.” 

Randy “Macho Man” Savage is 
more than ready to wrest the Inter- 
Continental belt from Champion 
Honky Tonk Man. He may have 
gone down to his guitar-carrying 
would-be Elvis from Memphis a 
few times in the past, but these 
losses haven’t curbed his desire or 
thrust for another chance to work 
him over. lf anything, they strength- 
ened his desire to win. 

“Yeaa,” says Savage, ‘‘another 


Savage wants the Intercontinental title back. 


chance. Yeaa. Just one more time. 
That’s all | need to show the world 
that I’m the best man to ever hold 
the Inter-Continental title.” At one 
time he congratulated Honky Tonk 
when he defeated Ricky Steam- 
boat for the belt. Needless to say, 
those feelings have changed. 
Honky Tonk Man and his manager 
Jimmy Hart began to taunt Savage 
shortly after the win. The longer 
Honky remained victorious, and in 
the number one position, the more 
arrogant he became. It was when 
he declared himself the greatest 
Inter-Continental Champion of all 
time that Savage became enraged. 
It was more than he could handle. 
Savage did go down at the 
hands of Honky Tonk last year 
when the match was aired over 
NBC television’s ‘Saturday Night’s 
Main Event.’ If Hulk Hogan had not 
come out to help Randy, who was 
mercifully being beaten by Honky 
and his manager, his career might 
of possibly come to an abrupt end. 
This particular match taught 
Randy more than one lesson. He 
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now knows who his friends are 
and, more importantly, his ene- 
mies. Everyone knows Randy Sav- 
age can’t be played for a fool and 
Honky and Hart have awakened a 
whirlwind in Savage. Since that 
match, Randy has become 
tougher and more determined. The 
more difficult the challenge, the 
harder Savage strives for victory. 
Most fans certainly wonder how 
long Randy can continually with-. 
stand the punishment his competi- 
tion is making for him, especially 
Honky Tonk Man. All the pounding 
wears the body down after a while 
Deep down inside Randy knows e pst th ilu a: aia 
that fact is true. “Any wrestler who 
does not face the truth about the 
wear and tear that his body takes 
in the ring is only lying to himself. 
Yeaa. None of us are indestructible 
and, if we’re not careful, our ca- 
reers could end before we want 
them to.” Savage went on to say, 
“This is why you must reach for 
everything you can while you re- 
main supreme. The ladder is much 
harder to climb the second time 
around.” 
The action he exuberates in the 
ring will not be soon forgotten. You 
will find yourself spellbound by his 
ring prowess. He electrifies the 
fans by providing them with non- 
stop action and acrobatic agility. 
When he climbs to the top rope, 
every camera inthe arena is 
pointed in his direction. Every fan, 
young and old, wants to capture 
that ultimate moment when he 
comes down with the final blow to 
his opponent. 
For Randy Savage, that ultimate 
moment comes in almost all of his 
matches. His defeats are few and 
he continually strives for perfec- 
tion. As he enters the ring to do 
battle against numerous oppo- 
nents, Savage looks at them as 
though they were all Honky Tonk 
Man. By doing this, his wins come 
easily for him. 
There are still hurdles to over- 
come but, with the undying fire in 


Ee YD 


his soul, Savage will continue to 
thrive. Until he settles his score 
with Honky Tonk Man, for reasons 
too numerous to mention, he can 
not move on to virgin territory. To 
the fans who believed in him for so 
long, he is truly devoted. It is their 
love and strength that will keep his 
fire burning forever. 

Knowing his greatness, and put- 
ting aside his feud with Honky 
Tonk for one moment, it is these 
same fans that feel perhaps Sav- 
age should be wearing the W.W.F. 
Heavyweight belt, instead of going 


for the lesser of the two. They 
agree that even though he and 
Hulk Hogan are friends, there is a 
place to draw the line. They know 
that a match between Savage and 
the Hulkster will never be signed 
and they don’t think it is fair. Randy 
deserves a fair shot at the title and 
many feel if he is given the oppor- 
tunity, he could strip Hogan of the 
belt with no difficulty. He would 
make a great champion and possi- 
bly even Hulk Hogan himself would 
be proud of Randy “Macho Man” 
Savage as his successor. 


Elizabeth looks out for Savage's best interests. 


At one time, dreaming of wear- 
ing the W.W.F. Heavyweight title 
around his waist was exactly that, 
a dream. Now, with the much 
heated controversy started by Ted 
DiBiase, Savage’s dream could 
possibly become reality. Who 
knows, by the time you read this, in 
some far off arena, one may hear 
the ring announcer say, ‘And in 
this corner, weighing in at two hun- 
dred thirty eight pounds, and hail- 
ing from Sarasota, FL. is the 
heavyweight Champion, Randy 
“Macho Man” Savage! * 
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BRET 


One step above 
the rest. 


W.. you look at Bret Hart you 


surely see a man of confidence. 
He definitely knows where he is 
going and how to get there. He 
continually gives his all when he 
steps into the squared circle. 

Being born into a wrestling fam- 
ily, Bret learned to love the sport 
early in life. His father, the infa- 
mous Stu Hart, taught Bret and his 
brothers exactly how to win in the 
ring. He knew he had a legacy in 
his sons and he was not about to 
let opportunity pass them by. It was 
all this tough training that molded 
the “Hit Man” into the superstar 
he is today. 

Bret is not afraid to meet any 
challenge. He takes on any and all 
opponents with the ability and 
ease of a true champion. He works 
hard to keep his body in top physi- 
cal condition and assumes a strict 
regimen of body conditioning. He 
spends long, hard hours in the 
gym to maintain the strength and 
stamina required by this vigorous 
profession. 

Being part of the Hart Founda- 
tion, along with Jim ‘‘The Anvil” 
Neidhart, has been both a positive 
and a negative experience for the 
“Hit Man.” It has given him the 
glory of being a title holder yet it 
has clearly held him back from 
working to his fullest potential. 
Let’s hope the future for Bret keeps 
him in singles matches. He has the 
capability to be anything he sets 
his mind to be and deserves a shot 
at the World Wrestling Federation 
Heavyweight title. He is being un- 
fairly overlooked by the promoters 
as Bret has more than paid his 
dues and now deserves a chance 
to aim for the highest star. 

For the moment, the “Hit Man” 
still stands in limbo. He is still part 
of the Hart Foundation but needs 
to break free for good because the 
“glory days” for the Foundation 
are in the past. The team is going & en RE LON 
nowhere and it isn’t fair for some- mt eyerTyeog sae 
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“HITMAN” HART 


by Sue Lewicki 


a 
ae 


»~ 


one with Bret’s talent and prowess 
to be sitting back and going no- 
where. He is, without a doubt, 
much stronger on his own and 
should be allowed to stay that way. 
You can be sure when Bret does 
get the chance to wrestle against 
Hulk Hogan, the match will indeed 
be a battle to the finish and the 
W.W.F. may just have a new 
champion. 

Some people even believe there 
may be aconspiracy among the 
top W.W.F. officials to hold the “Hit 


Is it the end for the Hart Foundation. 


Hey, | don’t get enough respect! 


Man” back so he does not get a 
shot at the heavyweight title. Could 
it be they are afraid of the out- 
come? Maybe they think Hogan is 
not strong enough to be victorious 
over Bret. Could they be harboring 
the title for the “mighty” Hulkster? 
One may not want to think about 
these facts, let alone believe they 
are true, but all the evidence 
points to the possibility that the of- 
ficials are guilty as charged. 

If they were smart, they would 
give the “Hit Man” the chance to 
become the world’s heavyweight 
champion so then maybe they 
would see the excellent champion 
he is capable of being. They don’t 
seem to realize how deceiving an 
appearance could be. The results 
may surprise them quite a bit. 

What would it take to convince 
the World Wrestling Federation 
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promoters that Bret deserves a title 
shot? Will he have to become a vi- 
cious, ruthless wrestler who maims 
or cripples everyone in his path 
just to prove his capabilities? This 
is not the style Bret wants to adopt 
but, if he is forced to continue his 
current path into nowhere, he may 
have to force the people to notice 
him. 

One day something will happen 
that will make him realize his ca- 
reer is at a point where it must pick 
up and change course or he will 
become just another stereotype. 
Then the fans will see a new and 
more aggressive Bret Hart. Getting 
even will not be enough for him. 
He will want to make sure he is 
never held back again. He will 
erupt like a fiery volcano and 
steamroll over everyone in his 
path. Bret will become the avenger, 
trying desperately to grasp all the 
glory he can. He will definitely 
climb to the top; to the match he 
has waited so long for and fought 
so hard to get. When he finally 
does meet Hogan he will be a 
crazed ‘‘mad man.” Only minutes 
into the match, Hogan won’t know 
what hit him. He will be stunned 


and just about defenseless against 
the wrath of the “Hit Man.” There 
will be no rules but more than one 
referee may be required just to al- 


Highflying Bret Hart in action. 


Bret could be the next heavyweight champ. 


low Hogan to come up for air every 
now and then. When the three- 
count finally does come down 
everyone may be surprised by the 
outcome and how good that belt 
will look around the “Hit Man’s” 
waist! Maybe only then will the 
W.W.F. be able to boast that they 
have a true heavyweight champion 
in every sense of the word! 


If, by the time we go to print, we 
happen to have another heavy- 
weight champion, someone like 
the ‘Million Dollar Man” Ted 
DiBiase, we can only hope he real- 
izes the “Hit Man’s” capabilities 
and backs away from any chal- 
lenges that may be made. Other- 
wise, his days as reigning cham- 
pion will be short lived. * 


DUSTY RHODES 


| it ti t ti 9 Few have succeeded to such great 
S I ime 0 re ire e heights in their chosen profession 

: . as “The American Dream” Dusty 
by Don Laibie/Photos by Michael C. Nelson Rhodes has in the world of profes- 

, sional wrestling. The Austin, Texas 

native has been called a lot of 
names during his illustrious twenty 
year career on the pro mat circuits 
but one label that is the envy of 
countless others is National Wres- 
tling Alliance Heavyweight Cham- 
pion of the World. Such a fitting 
and deserving title for a man who 
has given his heart and soul into a 
sport that has allowed him to live 
the life of luxury. There have been 
bigger opponents, claiming to be 
“badder” and more athletically in- 
clined than Rhodes. When talking 
_ time had to cease and proving time 
in the ring commenced, no one 
has fought a tougher battle than 
“The American Dream.” 

Although Rhodes gained na- 
tional notoriety during the early 
years of his career as a tag team 
partner to “Dirty” Dick Murdoch in 
touring the Southwest as “The 
Outlaws,” it wasn’t until three 
years ago that the label “American 
Dream” became as much a house- 
hold name with today’s wrestling 
fans as ‘“Hulkamania.” Granted, 
stints in the American Wrestling 
Association and with the World 
Wrestling Federation during “Su- 
perstar”’ Billy Graham's short but 
sweet championship tenure saw 
Rhodes in main events almost reg- 
ularly, there always appeared to be 
another “Hero” the promoters ap- 
parently saw fit to give a big push to. 

Florida continues to be kind to 
the career of Rhodes. There aren’t 
enough fingers on both hands to 
count how many times “The Amer- 
ican Dream” has held that State’s 
championship belt and had it 
strapped around his waist. Win- 
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ning the very profitable, highly visi- 
ble Crockett Cup Tag Team Tourna- 
ment with Nikita Koloff as his 
partner, and coming out on top in 
the first two Bunkhouse Stam- 
pedes, certainly have fulfilled his 
career with virtually all there is to 
accomplish in the wrestling world. 

With the achievement list longer 
than the proverbial ‘‘mile,”” many 
people have questioned why 
Rhodes still competes in the ring 
on a regular basis. What motiva- 
tion can possibly be left for the big 
Texan to keep striving for in such a 
physically punishing sport as wres- 
tling? Today’s travel schedule, 
which calls for participants of 
Rhodes’ caliber to jet from one re- 
gion of the country to another at 
times on the’same day, wrestling 
twice a day on occasions and be- 
ing away from his family for great 
lengths of time certainly makes it a 
tough life to lead. Sure, Rhodes 
has a nice financial ‘‘nest egg”’ 
stashed away. Money can no 
longer be considered a viable op- 
tion as to why “The Dream” rolls 
on. 

An incurable love affair with the 
intense physical demands of the 
sport is what Dusty says keep him 
going. Competition, one-on-one 
challenges keep him pumped up 
night after night. “Knowing that it’s 
you against one other man, with a 
prize going to the winner has a way 
of psyching a.person up. It’s like 
two gladiators from days of Julius 
Caesar battling it out. All the 
threats and promises don’t mean 
much once the timekeeper rings 
the bell. You get to display your 
skills in front of thousands of peo- 
ple at once. Damn, what a feeling,’ 
Dusty said before a match in the 
Baltimore Arena. 

His charisma and charm con- 
tinues to be second to none. 
Rhodes has a uncanny way of 
waking up a quiet audience and 
transforming them into verbal ma- 
niacs. Professing to be the son of a 
plumber, an advocate for the work- 
ing class people, it’s almost impos- 
sible not to be wooed over to his 
side. Rhodes’ success fully blends 
his athletic ability with a unique 
form of entertainment to keep the 
paying customers coming back for 
more. Perhaps one title he hasn’t 
captured, if there officially is one, 
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Dusty sure had his hands full with the Four Horsemen. 


is the “People’s Champion.” For 
that, Dusty wouldn’t need a dia- 
mond studded strap to prove his 
claim, one would just have to ask 
any member of his ever-expanding 
legion of followers. 

Now, in the twilight of his career, 
Rhodes shows no signs of slowing 
down in the ring. However, privately 
there are those “insiders” claiming 
that 1988 could indeed be Rhodes’ 
‘last year as a grappler on a full 
time basis. It has to happen one 
day, sad to say. 

Without argument, professional 
wrestling and its fans have 
benefitted due to the presence of 
Dusty Rhodes. He has been “Mr. 
Excitement.” Never one to back 
down from a challenge or back out 
of a feud, Rhodes has tangled with 
the best. Ric “Nature Boy” Flair, 
Nick Bockwinkel, Lex Luger, Dory 
Funk Jr. and “Superstar” Billy Gra- 


The Rhodes-Flair match ups were classic confrontations. 


The American Dream has shed a lot of blood in his time. (photo by Croce) 


Scratches and marks from where 
stitches were once needed to hold 
together ripped apart flesh, accom- 
panied by his cauliflower ears, 
solidify even more that Rhodes 
can take it as well as dish out 
punishment. 

Throughout his career, Dusty 
has been double teamed, in and 
out of the ring. On more than one 
occasion “The Four Horsemen” 
have proved just how brave they 
are by jumping him in a parking lot 
and mugging him with bats and 
sticks in an alley. Bones were bro- 
ken, casts were put on, but in the 
end revenge belonged to the 
Texan. And how sweet the revenge 
has been. Ric Flair, Lex Luger and 
Tully Blanchard all lost their cham- 
pionships to him. Arn Anderson 
' was put into the hospital by “The 
ham, along with Harley Race has Dream.” J.J. Dillon, the guiding 
been a handful of top notch talent _ light to wrestling’s fabulous four, 


who have felt the wrath of “The had his arm put into a sling due to 
American Dream” during their ca- a blow administered by Dusty. 
reers. Many times while engaged Not many will ever be able to say 
in bitter battles with those and they defeated “The American 
other big name stars, such as Dream.” He is a superstar in every 


Johnny Valentine and Ivan Koloff, | sense of the word. Dusty Rhodes 
Rhodes turned into a bloody mess. 1S professional wrestling. All 
At a glance to Rhodes’ forehead, _ through is career Dusty has done 


he has the scars to back up his one thing—win. A winner he will al- 
hard fought matches. His face re- ways be. Thanks for the memories 
sembles that of a road map. Big Dust! x 
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your ticket to 


the very best of BEAUTIFUL 


A SUPERB COLLECTION OF NO-HOLDS-BARRED 


FIGHTING WILDCATS 


A one hour tape containing five action-packed matches | 
including two violent catfights in which gorgeous girls are 
100% involved in tearing each other apart. Hear the unbe- 

lievable screams, threats and insults — the clothes tear- } 

ing and boning she as each ok battles with 
incredible intensity. The cliche “you'll feel as if you're F 
watching it live" definitely applies here! *VF-101 


INTERNATIONAL BATTLE ROYAL 


Features Jaguar Yokota, “All The Marbles” star Mimi |_ 
Hagiwara and Omori Yukori vs. the beautiful, but fa 
deadly, Devil Masami, Lei Lani Kai, and in a rare stint 


as a villainess, Irish Velvet Mcln 
her lumps in this one. Bout 2. 


(es Mimi really takes 
or 


the World Cham- 


pionship. Sensational Vickie Williams vs. Jackie Sato. 

Not only does Vickie choke, gouge and stomp 

Jackie, she brings her own referee! It's a near 

: riot as these two gals battle for world domi- 
nance! Bout 3. Jaguar vs. Dallas Cowgirl Wendi | 

‘ Richter in a wonderful matchup, featuring 


speed and skill vs. brute strength. *VC-17 


SUBMIT OR SUFFER! 


Contains two very bizarre matches! In bout 
#1, Julie and Laurie agree to a match in 
which only leg hold submissions will deter- 
mine the winner and they'll fight until one 


can't continue, 


e victim is 


subjected to punishment that is merciless and the gym 
echoes to cries of pain and screams of submission until 


VHS or BETA 
FOREIGN CUSTOMERS 
All tapes available 
in PAL format. 


one girl cannot continue. In the second bout Penquin and 
Alison battle furiously, One gains the upper hand and 
starts punishing her opponent in ways not found in the A “ ws 
rule book. When it escalates into a brawl, wrestling gives [ yg 
way to chaos! *RGV-17 | | ’ 


Domestic © Imported, All-Action, Color-Filled MAGAZINES! 


CATFIGHT GALORE 


This premiere issue in its 2nd big printing is for the true connoisseur of female 
combat. 19 different bouts with more than 225 photos — 20 in full color! Each 
match has exciting text to add to your enjoyment. Your favorite girls including Oral 
Annie, Uschi, Su-Ling, Serena, and many others — plus a Bettie Page catfight and 
bouts from the 40's and 50's. A sizzler of a publication! 


FIGHTING GALS Monthly «1: 


In this British publication you'll discover a new high in sensuous, savage, realistic 
female fight fiction in “A Woman of Honour”. “Girl Wrestling Galore” is an all-photo 
feature depicting pro wrestling at its wildest and most brutal! Thrill to “Beaten By 
Beverly”, “Humiliation At Rochdale”, sensual cartoons and photos and much more! 


AMAZONS IN ACTION +33 


Wrestling and boxing action worldwide: A detailed account of the British WCS 
tournament, which saw a tough blonde beauty introduce the ultimate in female 
submission holds! Great coverage of those cute, but savage, Thai kick-boxers! A 
nine-page, photo-packed piece on the sensational new German Mat Club, The latest 
on the Japanese women's wrestling scene. All this, plus much, much more! 


FIGHTING HELLCATS <«s 
Another color-crammed issue for the discriminating female fight fan! Includes: 
“Wrestling Twins,” “Topless Tough Girls,” “Back Breaking Bitch,” and the retum of 
Lynn Ann Wilson! All this plus 7 additional sensual and vicious bouts. Also, more 
from “Casey's Sketchbook, letters from our readers, fabulous fiction and so much 
more! A must for all catfight fans! 


CLAWS «79 


Brings you the British apartment wrestling scene with fine photo coverage of the 
latest action among those battling beauties. In “Contenders” you'll read a no-details- 
spared account of a striptease kick-boxing bout! It matches a beautiful, ruthless 
Chinese tigress against a muscular German beauty. And there's more — fiction, 
photos, drawings — awaiting you in this exciting issue. - 


BATTLING AMAZONS «3 


A special issue with 16 full-color pages! Thrill to an exciting topless apartment battle 
of the big boobs. Get down and watch Queen Kong kick ass! This issue has more 
cartoons and more pages in glorious color. Exciting letters too. You'll get the 
lowdown on all your favorite girl fight stars. Who's pinning who and loving it! Only in 
BATTLE AMAZONS. 


Only $8 each 
Any three only $22 


All six for only $40 (2 se: 


WRESTLING & BOXING FROM AROUND THE WORLD! 


GIRL WRESTLING TOURNAMENT orn 
ONE HOUR From Scotland .. . three excellent matches! The first bout } 
matches the powerful Carolyn against the smaller but cat-quick “~~ 

Trina. A classic pairing of strength and experience against speed { 

E and spirit! The second match features Debbie, one of the j 

toughest, most skilled wrestlers ever to appear on video. And a 


you'll marvel at the ability of her opponent, Thea, to absorb 
CASSETTES punishment and come back fighting! The beautiful Julie opposes 
F é | the buxom Kay in the next contest. Julie appears to be 
for as little as ; > overmatched, but quickly proves she’s as deadly on the mat as 
.. i | she is beautiful! *RGV-3 


TOURNAMENT TIGRESSES 


Brings you the final matches of the tournament — and they are 3 
gems! The first pairs Alison against June. This match erupts into a 
brawl before the openning bell sounds. The two girls never let up. 
Both are tough, strong and merciless. Bout 2 features club champion 
Lorraine, a tall, powerful beauty, against Suzie who is smaller but no 

H less determined. Suzie gives Lorraine a rough time, but finally the 


S champ exhibits a body scissor that goes beyond being punishment . . - 
EACH : ; J it’s paralyzing! The final match pits the champ Lorraine against the 
in quantity a former champ Shiela. This is a contest you'll long remember. It's 
: female wrestling at it’s finest! *RGV-4 


BIKINI BOXING & WRESTLING 
Features those kinky ladies of the British Isles. Bout one 
between Lori and Julie starts off as a boxing contest, but 
things quickly get out of hand and the gloves come off. Body 
slams and knee drops are used with devasting effect. The 
action is feverish. Highly recommended! The second 
encounter pits big Chinky, against trim, but murderous, Wilma 
in a bikini battle for survival. Both combatants are adept at 
illegal moves. Neither girl can keep contained in the skimpy 


fe bikini. A feast for lovers of violent female flesh! *RGV-11 
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WINNER TAKE ALL COLLECTORS CARTOON CLASSICS 


2 F 7 cartoon features by ENEG. The action-packed 
A bargain at twice the price; with over 80 stories are: Husband Beater; The Fighters; Dark 
action-packed illustrations plus text! Witness Conquest; Boots and Battle; Lydia; La Able 


hairpulling, punching, kicking and breast Amazon; Rags and Riches Rumble. A collectors 
clawing action from start to finish. 6 storiesin drearn come true! 


one book! A must for catfight fans who like 
Jam-packed with graphic fights between aggres- 


sive teenage beauties. Featured is a most savage 
RIP ROARING and erotic catfight, aera Tigress,” with 3 
CATFIGHTS full-page illustrations plus 8 pages of text. Also 


included is “Teacher's Pet’ and the face sitting 
classic “Four Teens Fight." 


FREE $7 BOOK 
Buy all 4 books and receive 
FREE “A GALLERY OF FIGHTING 
FEMALES" a $7 value. 


A sizzling smorgasbord of catfight action. An 
unbelievable ten separate girl fight stories 
filled with some of the best hairpulling, kicking, 
punching catfight illustrations ever to come 
off of the talented pens of Stanton, Eneg and 
Glen. Over 100 eye-poppping Illustrations! 
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TOM ZENK 
SPEAKS OUT 


A Wrestling Fury exclusive interview! 


by ClJl Brianne/Photos by Linda Boucher 


WF: | suppose it’s been a while 
since most people have heard or 
seen anything of you. What have 
you been doing with yourself? 

TZ: To start with, I’ve been working 
out at the gym everyday. You know, 
when you travel as much as you do 
with the W.W.F,, you never have ” 
much gym time. So, I’ve been 
working on my body, getting it back 
to competition form. I’ve also been 
trying to get my eating schedule 
back to normal by eating foods 
such as brown rice, tuna, fresh 
fruits and vegetables. | feel better 
now that | have in a long time. |’ve 
always believed in capitalizing on 
what I’ve got although my parents 
are responsible for my looks. | 
don’t take credit for that! 

WF: It’s obvious you've spent a lot 
of time in the gym. | know you've 
won bodybuilding titles, such as 
Mr. Minnesota, Mr. Twin Cities and 
Mr. North Country. | understand 
physical fitness runs in your family 
"as your younger brother is an ex- 
ceptional swimmer; one of the top 
in his age category. What else can 
you tell us about your family? 

TZ: That’s right. Well, | have par- 
ents, of course, an older brother, a 
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“There should always be a 
percentage for the boys. 
After all, the promotion is 
capitalizing on their 
face/image.” 


younger sister and a much youn- 
ger brother. He’s the great swim- 
mer and happens to be fifteen 
years younger than me. 

WF: Now, how about “Tom Zenk,”’ 
What is he like? 

TZ: |’m really boring! | mean, the 
thrill of my day last fall was raking 
the leaves in my backyard! | 
haven't done that since | lived with 
my parents. Seriously, | am twenty- 
eight years old, live in my own 
house with my dog, Max. | still 
have brown hair and brown eyes, . 
all that boring stuff. Most fans as- 
sume a wrestler’s life is always ex- 
citing but, believe me, it’s not! 
WF: | can’t help but notice your 
hair is fairly short now. Are you try- 
ing to break out of the Can-Am 
Connection image? 

TZ: | cut my hair in a more busi- 
ness-like style, but | do like it a bit 
longer than it is. When | first got 
back to the gym, | had to wear it in 
a ponytail. But, | didn’t cut it to 
lose the image. 

WF: And, what about Rick Martel? 
Do you ever hear from him? 

TZ: Actually, | haven't heard from 
him since about a week after I quit 
the W.W.-F. 


WF: |’m sure you've heard all the 
rumors circulating about why you 
left. Would you mind telling our 
readers the real story behind your 
departure? : 

TZ: To be totally honest, it was 
nothing sleazy or scandalous. It 
was a money dispute. | felt | was 
being shafted. The W.W.F. was 
making good money off of me but 
my payoff wasn’t that great. | 
talked to Rick about it, since he 
was supposed to be handling the 
business end of the deal, but he 
didn’t do anything about it. He just 
kept telling me to hang in for a few 
years, make some money and 
THEN leave. | finally got ticked off. 
| don't like being used. So, on July 
10th of last year, in Boston, ! 
dropped off a note to Rick and the 
keys to our rental car at our hotel’s 
reception desk and left. 

WF: So, when Rick was seen on 
television for an interview, suppos- 
edly speaking on your behalf, he 
already knew that you had left, 
correct? 

TZ: That's right. Then he came 
back to Minnesota, where | live, to 
try and convince me to come back. 
WF: But, as Martel was quoted as 


“Nobody’s going to use 
me, though. I’m in 
control of my life.” 


Zenk is in great shape both physically and mentally. WRESTLING FURY 19 


“You never know how long you can last in this 
business. One serious injury and it’s all over.” 


saying, ‘“You slammed the door in 
his face.” 

TZ: And the rest, as they say, is 
history! They brought in Tito San- 
tana and the Strike Force took up 
where we left off, and won the tag 
belts. 

WF: But, the Strike Force doesn’t 
seem to have the Can-Am’s cha- 
risma, it lacks the overall appeal 
that you and Rick had. Do you feel 
the fans back the Strike Force 
100%? 

TZ: Well, there you go—‘‘often imi- 
tated, but never duplicated”! | 
made the Can-Am Connection 
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work. You can prove it by looking at 
the Strike Force. Something is de- 
finitely missing! Rick is still there 
so what’s missing? |’m not being 
conceited—you said it yourself! 
WF: Since you broke your contract 
with the W.W.F., is there a lawsuit 
pending? 

TZ: | was served papers for breach 
of contract. The action was settled 
out of court but I’m really not free 
to discuss it. 

WF: Okay, let me change the sub- 
ject. You spent three weeks in Ja- 
pan, from late November until mid 
December, with Bruiser Brody, Ab- 


dullah the Butcher, Stan Hansen 
and many others. Who did you 
team with while there? 

TZ: Well, | was teamed up with 
The Terminator. Our styles didn’t 
really click, though, since he works 
like Demolition and | like fast, high- 
flying moves. He was also a bit 
green but, | guess the promoter 
figured that I’m relatively new in 
the business so it would work. | 
had a great time, though. It’s al- 
ways nice working for a full house 
and every night the arenas were 
packed. 

WF: Have you lined anything up for 
the near future or are you still play- 
ing the proverbial field? 

TZ: Right now there are rumors 
about a South African tour. Other 
than that, I’m not sure. I’m check- 
ing out the options though (Inde- 
pendent promotions, tours, etc.) 
Nobody’s going to use me though. 
I’m in control of my life now. 

WF: And you have good business 
sense. We've talked quite a bit 
about your ideas on how to im- 
prove the business... 

TZ: ...like group insurance and un- 
ionization. Well, you know how | 
feel about all that. Like I’ve said 
before, in this business, the pro- 
moter is the pimp and the wrestler 
the whore. The boys have no 
rights. Not only that but, depend- 
ing on the original contract you 
sign, you may not make anything 
off photo sessions, dolls, T-shirts, 
etc. All the revenues from Can-Am 
merchandise would ave gone to 
McMahon. There should always be 
a percentage for the boys. After all, 
the promotion is capitalizing on 
their face/image. 

WF: | guess a union would help in 
that but | don’t see anyone looking 
for unionization in the pro-wrestling 
field. 

TZ: The boys are just like the pro- 
moters; they don’t stick together. If 
one or two started something, the 
promoter would squash it—say, by 
firing them—then the other guys 
wouldn’t try it in case they got the 
boot. It’s all intimidation tactics! 
Not only that, but, a lot of guys see 
big dollar signs and go out and buy 
big, expensive houses and cars. 
Then, they HAVE to work to pay for 
them. Besides, you never know 
how long you can last in this busi- 
ness. One serious injury and 
you're finished! 

WF: And, with no insurance, 
you’re on your own financially. 


TZ: Exactly. lf you don’t have 
something to fall back on, you’re 
up a creek without a paddle! 

WF: So, why don’t you open your 
own promotion? 

TZ: Well, this business is a dog- 
eat-dog world! From what | hear, |’ll 
never make anything of myself. 
Just ask Verne Gagne! But, seri- 
ously, | wouldn’t want to promote. If 
| were to go into business, it would 
be something like restaurant man- 


agement, for example. 

WF: | hope you stay in wrestling, at 
least for a while! And, from the fan 
mail you've been getting recently, 
so do quite a few other people! 
TZ: Thanks! It’s been really nice 
getting fan mail. Up until now, I’ve 
never seen any of my mail. | never 
knew if I’d gotten any or not. 

WF: Well, in case there are others 
wondering where they can write to 
you, they can do so in care of 


WRESTLING FURY, P.O. BOX 138, 
MARLBORO, N.J. 07746 

TZ: Anyone who wants to write, I’d 
be glad to hear from! 

WF: Tom, thank you for taking the 
time to talk to me. It was nice to get 
caught up with what you’ve been 
doing since the summer. 

TZ: Anytime! Thanks to everyone 
for asking about me. 

Editors Note: Tom Zenk recently 
signed with the AWA. x 
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22 WRESTLING FURY Greg Valentine will make it on his own. 
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by Barbi Barker 


At one time they were partners 
who complimented each other. A 
well-oiled team which once held 
the prestigious W. W. F. Tag Team 

’ Championship belts and contin- 
ually defended them to their fullest 
potential. Their illustrious reign 
lasted until defeated by the British 
Bulldogs. 

No longer seeing eye to eye, 
Greg “The Hammer” Valentine 
and Brutus Beefcake eventually 
split, leaving a trail of bad blood 
behind them. Within a matter of 
days, Valentine began teaming 
with the French-Canadian, Dino 
Bravo. 

The demise of this two-some 
eventually came about when Greg 


finally realized he was more than 
capable of going it alone. His past 
record speaks for itself as, over the 
years, Valentine has proven to be 
an excellent ring technician and 
has, once again, decided to go out 
for single competition. 

The Hammer has also joined 
forces with Jimmy ‘‘Mouth of the 
South” Hart for the second time. 
Hart was once the driving force be- 
hind Greg when he held the W.W.F. 
Inter-Continental Heavyweight 
championship title a few years 
back. Apparently, he feels Hart 
will, once again, be beneficial to 
his career and he seems extremely 
happy with his new decision. 

But, having wrestled with a part- 


Valentine and Beefcake were quite a team at one time. 


‘(GREG VALENTINE 


Hammering Out a Path Of His Own 


ner for a few years might have hurt 
Greg. Will he now be capable of 
feigning for himself, a feat that 
came so easily to him only a short 
while back? Valentine has always 
proven to be a powerful brawler but 
one can only wonder if he is 
stronger on his own now. Being 
able to rely on the help of a partner 
can, at times, make a wrestler lazy. 
Not to take anything away from 
Greg but he may have fallen into 
this rut and won't realize it for 
some time. 

With all of the younger talent in 
today’s world of professional wres- 
tling, Greg will continually have to 
prove himself over and over again. 
This doesn’t mean he’s ready for 


—= 
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The “Hammer” still has what it takes to crush an opponent. 


retirement! It only means that 
wrestlers who are starting out to- 
day seem to possess a quickness 
not found in wrestlers from a few 
years back. 

Currently, Valentine has vowed 
to put an end to Brutus Beekcake. 
He wants to demolish “The Bar- 
ber,”’ partly to prove that when they 
were a team, he (Greg) carried the 
load. “Beefcake is putty in my 
hands,”’ sneered Greg. ‘| can end 
his career without even breaking a 
sweat. I'll let him make a fool of 
himself a bit longer but, when the 
time is right, he’ll become history!” 

Being Brutus’ former partner, al- 
lows Valentine the advantage of 
knowing his (Brutus) moves usually 
before they happen. Greg has al- 
ways been known as a true ring 
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veteran and respected by his col- 
leagues for his skills. Due to this 
knowledge, Greg took Beefcake 
under his charge in the beginning 
as he felt his partner should pos- 
sess the same knowledge of the 
sport Greg learned from the mas- 
ters when he first started out as a 
wrestler. Now Beefcake can hold 
his new-found power over Greg, 
giving “The Hammer” more of a 


battle than another grappler might. 


Until Valentine settles his long- 
overdue score with Beefcake, his 
sights can be set on no one else. 
Setting his sights on a champion- 
ship belt around his waist is a goal 
that must be put aside for the mo- 
ment. He must destroy the mon- 
ster he feels Beefcake has turned 
in to, a monster he is partly re- 


sponsible for creating. 

Brutus, on the other hand, ap- 
pears to not be bothered by Valen- 
tine’s threats. “‘They (Greg and 
Jimmy Hart) got me once, but 
never again. The time has finally 
arrived for me to get my hands on 
Valentine and restyle his hair and, 
if | get the opportunity, and I’m 
sure | will, I'll catch that squeaky 
Jim Hart and show him who's boss!” 

Everything taken into consider- 
ation, Greg ‘““The Hammer” Valen- 
tine and Brutus “The Barber” 
Beefcake are headed on a collision 
course. One or both may be se- 
verely hurt but the score must be 
settled. Only time will tell who will 
remain victorious. But, until the 
feud is finally settled, Greg can not 
move on. * 


DEMOLITION 


A blast of destruction 


by Tom Howell 


Today the World Wrestling Federa- 
tion is, without a doubt, a hotbed of 
wrestling with scores of unique 
and talented individuals within its 
ranks. For the avid wrestling fan 
who enjoys tag team action, com- 
pared to single matches,the W.W.F. 
offers some of the best. One team 
that is rapidly climbing to the top is 
Demolition. 


Ax and Smash, under the tute- 
lage of the devious and cunning 
Mr. Fuji, enter the ring usually 
hooded, painted and sheathed in 
leather studded with spikes. Like 
units of steel, they enter the ring 
with a certain gleam in their eye, 
knowing they will walk away victori- 
ous after causing havoc for any 
team they go up against. 
Anyone watching this vicious 


team, surely notices a method to 
their madness. Forget about rules. 
Forget about fair play. They enter 
the ring with only one thought; to 
maim, mutilate, pulverize and 
pound! Winning is all they know 
and they do it by any means 
possible. 

Ax and Smash lust for stardom 
and both claim 1988 will be their 
year. During a recent interview, Ax 
proclaimed, ‘1988 belongs to us. 
We’re going to break more bones 
than before. There’s no one safe 
when you face Demolition. 1988 is 
going to be our year. We want the 
best because we are the best.” 


Demolition is just waiting to annihilate their opponents. 
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Would you like.to meet him in a dark alley? 


One team for certain that will 
feel their wrath will be Strike Force. 
Demolition will not be totally satis- 
fied until the gold is around their 
waists. They feel they also have 
the moves to easily defeat Santana 
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and Martel. Ax and Smash have 
come up with a potent variation of 
the sunset flip and they usually use 
this move to end each match. Their 
ring strategy is primarily designed 
to batter an opponent until he is 


groggy and unable to kick out. 
Double-teaming is their specialty 
and they work well together. 
Known as one of the most de- 
structive tag teams to ever enter 
the World Wrestling Federation, 


The painted faces bring to mind another tag team. 


they feel defeating the team of 
Santana and Martel will be easy. 
“We work well together, unlike 
Strike Force,’’ boasted Smash. 
“They were a team thrown to- 
gether at the last minute but Ax 
and | have been together a long 
time. We each know the other’s 
move before it happens. Doing 
away with Strike Force will be a 
breeze. We could do it without 
even breakin’ a sweat!” 

Being under the guidance of Mr. 
Fuji makes them an indestructible 
team. 

Having Fuji at their side gives 
them an edge over most of their 
opponents since their manager is 
a veteran of many years in the 
squared circle, not withstanding 


the times he himself held numer- 
ous championships. 

Their manager claims his latest 
find feels no pain but only dish it 
out. “| teach them ways to hurt and 
maim opponents that no one else 
knows. I’ve taught them unique 
qualities found in no other wrestler, 
other than myself.” Before being 
under the tutelage of Mr. Fuji, Ax 
and Smash seemed to have less 
control. With Fuji as their mentor, 
they learned to channel their fury, 
with both minds working as one. 

As the team grew into one, they 
also became impervious to pain. 
Attack them in the ring and you are 
likely to be carried out. They are 
two men who have turned into un- 
stoppable machines and are ready 


to take on the world. They have 
mowed down dozens of opponents 
in preparation for that match 
against the W.W.F. Tag Team 
champions. Martel and Santana 
were able to defeat the Hart Foun- 
dation within minutes but the chal- 
lenges of Demolition may prove 
hazardous to their health. 

“Being the best, we deserve the 
best,” claimed Ax. ‘Taking the tag 
belts away from those pretty boys 
will be a breeze. We’re the best the 
the W.W.F. has to offer so we 
should be wearing the gold.” 

If Demolition gets that title shot, 
| think that we just may have new 
W.W.F. Tag Team champions. And, 
once the gold is around their 
waists, who could defeat them? * 
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WRESTLING FURY’S 


The Most Expansive 
Rankings in Wrestling Today! 


WORLD WRESTLING 
FEDERATION 
HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION— 
HULK HOGAN 

1. Ted DiBiase 

2. One Man Gang 

3. Andre the Giant 

4. Hercules Hernandez 

5. “Ravishing” Rick Rude 


TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS— 

STRIKE FORCE 
1. Hart Foundation (Bret Hart/Jim 
Neidhart) 

. The Islanders (Haku/Tama) 

. Demolition (Ax/Smash) 

. The Bolsheviks (Boris 
Zhukov/Nikolai Volkoff) 

. Hercules Hernandez/ 
“Ravishing” Rick Rude 
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Compiled by Barbi Barker 


Arn Anderson-NWA Tag 


Tully Blanchard an 
Team champions. 


RPE ARATE EAS AIRE 


INTER-CONTINENTAL 
CHAMP—HONKY TONK MAN 
1. Randy “Macho Man” Savage 
2. Ricky “The Dragon’’ 
Steamboat 
3. Jake “The Snake” Roberts 
4. Ken Patera 
5. Ted DiBiase 


LADIES CHAMPION—SHERRI 
MARTEL 

1. Debbie Combs 

2. Fabulous Moolah 

3. Velvet Mcintyre 

4. Rockin’ Robin 

5. Candi Divine 
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NATIONAL WRESTLING 
ALLIANCE 
HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION— 
RIC FLAIR 

1. Lex Luger 

2. Michael ‘“P. S.” Hayes 

3. Ronnie Garvin 

4. Larry Zbyszko 

5. Steve ‘Dr. Death” Williams 


TAG TEAM CHAMPIONS—TULLY 
BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON 
1. Lex Luger/Ole Anderson 
2. The Road Warriors 
3. The Rock & Roll Express 
4. The Sheepherders 
5. Lightning Express 


TELEVISION 
CHAMPION—NIKITA KOLOFF 
1. Larry Zbyszko 
2. ‘Hot Stuff’ Eddie Gilbert 
3. “Sweet” Stan Lane 
4. Kevin Sullivan 
5. Mike Rotundo 


UNITED STATES 
HEAVYWEIGHT—DUSTY 
RHODES 

1. Dick Murdoch 

2. Larry Zbyszko 

3. “Beautiful” Bobby Eaton 

4. lvan Koloff 

5. Tully Blanchard 


U.S. TAG TEAM—THE MIDNIGHT 
EXPRESS 

1. The Rock & Roll Express 

2. Dusty Rhodes/Nikita Koloff 

3. The Lightning Express 

4. The New Breed 

5. The Sheepherders 


WESTERN STATES 
HERITAGE—BARRY WINDHAM 
1. Steve “Dr. Death” Williams 

2. Larry Zbyszko 
3. Kevin Sullivan 
4. Dick Murdoch 
5. “Hot Stuff’ Eddie Gilbert 


OFFICIAL RATINGS 


NATIONAL WRESTLING 
FEDERATION 
HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION— 
D.C.DRAKE 

1 Larry Winters 

2 Cousin Luke 

3 Bruiser Brody 

4 Stan Hansen 

5 Sheik El Shaad 


WOMENS CHAMPION—WENDI 
RICHTER 

1. Candi Divine 

2. Luna 

3. Rhonda Rochelle 

4. Ashley Ryan 
5. Joyce Grable 


Ted DiBiase-#1 contender for WWF 
Heavyweight championship. 


WESTERN CANADIAN RATINGS 


NORTH AMERICAN 
CHAMPION—OWEN HART 
1. Jason the Terrible 
2. Makhan Singh 
3. “Strangler” Steve DiSalvo 
4. Colonel Mike Kirchner 
5. Jerry Morrow 


COMMONWEALTH 
CHAMPION—GREAT GAMA 
1. Brian Pillman 
2. Bruce Hart 
3. Johnny Smith 
4. Garfield Portz 
5. Biff Wellington 


INTERNATIONAL TAG 
TEAM—BAD COMPANY (BRIAN 
PILLMAN/BRUCE HART) 
1. Jerry Morrow/Makhan Singh 
2. “Strangler” Steve 
DiSalvo/Hashif Khan 
3. Phil LaFleur/Johnny Smith 
4. Mr. Hito/Biff Wellington 
5 Goldie Rogers/Viet Cong 
Express #2 


AMERICAN WRESTLING 
ASSOCIATION 
WORLD HEAVYWEIGHT 
CHAMPION—CURT HENNIG 
1 Greg Gagne 
2 Nord the Barbarian 
3 Wahoo McDaniel 
4 Mitch Snow 
5 J.T. Southern 


WORLD TAG TEAM—THE 
ORIGINAL MIDNIGHT EXPRESS 
1. Midnight Rockers 
2. Nord the Barbarian/Wahoo 
McDaniel 
3. J.T. Southern/Pat Tanaka 
4. Mitch Snow/Alan West 
5. Nick Kiniski/Kevin Kelly 


Barry Windham-Western States Heritage 
champ. 


MANAGERS—BOBBY “THE 
BRAIN” HEENAN 

1 Jim Cornette 

2 Jimmy Hart 

3 James J. Dillon 

4 Paul E. Dangerously 

5 Paul Jones 

6 Damien Kane 


VALETS—PRECIOUS 
1 Elizabeth 
2 Missy Hyatt 
3 Baby Doll 
4 Brenda Britton 
5 Fantasia 
6 Miss Linda 
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BATTLE FOR THE BELT wesc soso 


Nikita is ready to 
face Tully Blanchard. 


Tully throws his formidible 


opponent across the ring. 


| 


weteteees Blanchard comes 
to the ting with 
J.J. Dilton. 


4-7M0«mr4* VOM 44> 


30 WRESTLING] 


* Nikita Koloff Takes On Tully Blanchard 


Looks like Blanchard 


has the upper hand 
when he throws Nikita 


out of the squared circle. 


Nikita Koloff does an admirable 
job of defending his title. 


Blanchard has Nikita 
screaming in pain 
with the classic 


figure four leglock. 


Now, it was Nikita’s 
turn to get even. 


Koloff bearhugs Blanchard. 


it’s all over for Blanchard now. 
Koloff backslides him and 1 
manages fo get the pin. 


The winner—Nikita Koloft 
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WRESTLING FURY 
«PIN UP* 


Ron Bass vs. Jerry Allen 
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WHO IN THIS FAMILY 
IS BEING TREATED FORA 
MUSCLE DISEASE? 


y \ 7 


The answer is, they all are. 

Oh, only the child in the wheelchair is 
disabled. But his illness affects the entire 
family. 

And that’s why the Muscular Dystrophy 
Association, through its 240 clinics, pro- 
vides patients and their families with the help 
they need. 

Parents of a child with a neuromuscular 
disease may feel angry, even guilty, about the 
child’s illness. They face the task of caring 
for him, while not neglecting their healthy 


GUESS AGAIN. 


children’s needs—or each others. 

Siblings can feel guilty, too, just for not 
being the sick one. 

An MDA clinic will counsel a family 
on problems like these. Provide many essen- 
tial services, such as diagnosis, therapy, and 
orthopedic equipment. And point out other 
available community health resources. All at 
no direct cost to the patient or family. 

It’s often said that with muscular 
dystrophy, the family is the patient. 


So at MDA, that’s exactly who we treat. 


Muscular Dystrophy Associatic h, Jerry Lewis, National Chairman 
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THE 
TERMINATORS 
RULE! 


For most of the past two years The 
Terminators have held Pro Wres- 
tling America’s tag team champi- 
onship belts. They've effortlessly 
defeated dozens of top challeng- 
ers, both of international and local 
rankings. Since returning to the 
P.W.A., the cousins from Hell’s 
Kitchen in New York have also im- 
proved in their overall ring skills. 

When The Terminators created 
havoc in the Memphis (C.W.A.) and 
Georgia Championship circuits 
awhile back, they were basic brawl- 
ers. But today, with the emergence 
of leader “Rigs,” they are a solid 
team, working as a well-oiled unit. 

The Terminators, “Rigs” (Dan 
Rignoti) and ““Cro-Magnum” (Jon 
Voight) were originally trained by 
Ed Sharkey in the fall of 1984. 
Sharkey had a good reputation for 
developing such stars as “Ravish- 
ing” Rick Rude, Krusher Krus- 
chev, Bob Backlund, The Road 
Warriors, Nikita Koloff and Jesse 
“The Body” Ventura. Thus, when 
Sharkey’s long-time friend Ole 
Anderson needed new talent for 
his Georgia Wrestling group, the 
Terminators were rushed into 
action. 

Rigs looks back to those days as 
if they were from another life. 
“We've only been in camp a few 
weeks and all of a sudden we were 
in main events,” he stated. “We 
just did what we knew best, which 
was to fight.”” Both Rigs and Wolf 
previously were boxers, with Wolf 
at one time holding the Golden 
Gloves championship in California, 
so they had more athletic ability 
than most wrestlers starting out 
and it showed in the squared 
circle. 

At the time, their manager 
Jimmy Hart instructed them to dis- 
regard rules and to maim when- 
ever possible. They quickly de- 
by Ray Whebbe Jr. _ stroyed teams, like the Batten 
Twins (Brad and Bart), and earned 
victories over the likes of The Fab- 
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ulous Ones, The Daydreamers, 
Dirty White Boys, Ole Anderson 
and Thunderbolt Patterson, and 
Randy Savage and Lanny Poffo. 

After an argument between Cro- 
Magnum and the Memphis group, 
The Terminators decided to head 
back to Minnesota. When the 
P.W.A. was formed by Sharkey in 
1986, they entered a tag team tour- 
nament and, needless to say, they 
easily won. In February of 1986, 
The Terminators won the tag belts 
by defeating Jim Gagnon and Mad 
Dog Vachon. 

Rigs and Cro dominated the 
P.W.A. during most of 1986. They 
set back challenges by Soldat 
Ustinov and Chris Markoff, Buck 
“Rock & Roll’ Zumhofe and Al 
West, Art Crews and “Diamond” 
Timothy Flowers, Savannah Jack 
and Eddie Roberts, the Hi-Rollers, 
Top Guns, on top of countless 
others. 

Rigs was known to utilize various 
sleepers, suplexes and an awe- 
some powerslam in his repertoire. 
He is an excellent brawler but is 
underrated as a ring technician. 
Known to be good at working the 
crowds and turning dead nights 
into memorable ones, he credits 
what he’s learned from ‘‘King”’ 
Jerry Lawler and the P.W.A. as the 
contributing factors of his career 
maturity. 

In late ’86 the cousins from New 
York unleashed the mammoth six 
foot five inch, three hundred pound 
Wolf (Doug Fisher) to the public. It 
was decided he would fill in while 
one of the others needed a night 
off but would also be around to 
serve as an enforcer. Wolf is wiley, 
wicked and cagey in the ring and 
when Cro was forced to take some 
time off due to injuries in the sum- 
mer of 1987, Wolf was licking his 
chops in the shadows! Today Rigs 
and Wolf comprise the team 
dubbed as The Terminators. 

Rigs, at six foot and weighing in 
at two hundred forty five pounds, is 
the smallest Terminator. However, 
as demonstrated by his dynamic 
powerslam, he is far from wimpish. 
He is also best known as wres- 
tling’s original Terminator. Besides 
headlining in Georgia, Memphis 
and P.W.A. wars, he’s also ap- 
peared in U.W.F., A.W.A. and 
W.W.F. circuits. 
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Terminator Wolf dominates the PWA. 


His U.W.F. matches with the de- 
mented Missing Link were exciting 
and fun to watch, as he demon- 
strated he could easily hold his 
own against Link. Now he can be 
seen weekly on All American Wres- 
tling (W.W.F.) as a recipient of 
Ricky “The Dragon” Steamboat’s 
swan dive. 

Wolf is amazingly quick for such 
a large man. His matches against 
Chavo Guerrero showed he could 
move extremely well but it was in 
his brawl with Nord the Barbarian, 
currently working in the American 
Wrestling Association, which fans 
will never forget. As super fan 
Brian Tramel said recently, “Their 
match was the best big man match 
I’ve seen in years.” P.W.A. fans 
readily agreed and named their 
war the groups match of 1987. 


Rigs knocks Savannah Jack into the twilight zone. 


Terminator Rigs in action. 


When Cro recently went on a 
sabbatical from wrestling, The Ter- 
minators’ title belts were stripped 
from them and, as we go to print, 
the titles still remain vacant. Rigs 
was so incensed, it’s likely they will 
leave the group and head to an 
area with better competition. 

“Wolf is our cousin and he’s 
been with us all our lives,”’ said 
Rigs. ‘‘To not let him wear Cro’s 
belt is ridiculous.”” Wolf pointed out 
he wanted new blood for his prey. 
“Besides, it’s time to show the 
world how good the Terminators 
truly are,” he added. 

Both Rigs and Wolf have proven 
to be winners outside the ring as 
well. They have participated in nu- 
merous charity events, are knowl- 
edgeable in public relations skills 
and work as a promoters best 
friends. Rigs also has had booking 
experience which can prove to be 
helpful at times. Both will go the 
extra mile to help make a promo- 
tion a SUCCESS. * 
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Videos & Photos 
Real Matches in Pro Ring 


LADY WRESTLING! 


Male vs. Female 


ie : 


e 
Bikini Matcnes 
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D.J. PETERSON 


TNT Power! 


photos by Michael C. Nelson 


D.J. Peterson hails from the “Show 
Me” state of Missouri and he does 
just that every time he enters the 
ring to do battle. “Show me what 
you can do and I'll show you | can 
do it better!” 

This confident attitude is some- 
thing D.J. has carried with him 
since childhood. Whether it was a 
high school sports he excelled in at 
Central High in St. Joseph (football 
and baseball) or the challenges of 
professional wrestling, D.J. re- 
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members advice given to him by 
his father, ‘‘If you take it on the 
chin first, you'd better be able to 
defend yourself and give it back 
twice as hard. That, my son, will 
gain you nothing but respect wher- 
ever you go.” Those words are 
words that D.J. lives by. They are 
also very true, nothing but respect 
follows this great athlete wherever 
he goes, especially since he joined 
the ranks of the elite in the Ameri- 
can Wresiling Association. 

Much of this earned esteem 
from colleagues is attributed to his 
devastating finishing hold, known 
as the “TNT”. Once feeling the 
wrath of this fatal trademark move, 


which consists of a flying body 
thrust off the top turn buckle, his 
opponents are far from able to en- 
tertain any thoughts of continuing 
a match. 

Professional wrestling has been 
a lifelong love for D.J. Although en- 
tertained as a child by television 
wrestling, it was the live action 
from local arenas that really stirred 
up the excitement in Peterson. He 
would put himself in a wrestler’s 
place and toy with the illusion of 
taking part in the action. 

Studying defensive and counter 
moves with a great attention to de- 
tail, D.J. knew that by plotting 
ahead, he would have the upper 
hand when the time came for him 
to enter the world of professional 
wrestling. He began his pre-plan- 
ning strategy long before he ever 
entered the ranks of professional 
wrestling. 

Once trained by the surprising 
and remarkable midget sensation, 
Lord Littlebrook, (whose skiils sur- 
pass the majority of heavyweight 
contenders) D.J.’s debut in Kansas 
City, MO. was an impressive show- 
ing. So much so, it wasn’t long be- 
fore various wrestling organiza- 
tions were making offers and trying 
to attract him into their wrestling 
territories. 

Shortly after his arrival in Texas, 
D.J. gained notoriety by quickly 
capturing the Television Champi- 
onship Title and he shared one 
third of the Texas All-Star Six Man 
Tag Team Title. While competing in 
the Universal Wrestling Federation, 
D.J. wrestled as a top contender 
and impressively won the Central 
States Heavyweight Champion- 
ship, as well as one half of the 
Central States Tag Team 
Championship. 

As far as outside interests are 
concerned, D.J. considers weight 
training his number one pasttime. 
With much emphasis put on mus- 
cle development and strength, his 
program is considered gruesome 
by most. He finds it the best form 
of relaxation therapy he can 
think of. 

He also has a love for motorcy- 
cles. In his younger years, he be- 
gan with motorcross where, in 
competition, he attained numerous 


Wahoo and D.J. are one heck of a tag team! 
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D.J. Peterson—not one to mess with. 


awards. He later graduated to Har- 
ley Davidsons where he now en- 
joys riding through scenic cities 
and countrysides all over the 
United States to unwind from his 
hectic schedule. 

When it comes to charitable 
events, they are always a top prior- 
ity in his schedule. There is no 
event too small for D.J. to attend. 
In his own words, “The causes | 
have participated in are so impor- 
tant to help raise money for sup- 
port of the people who are in- 
volved. There are so many worthy 
causes—l|’m fortunate enough to 
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be gifted with a healthy body and | 
feel that it’s only a small contribu- 
tion on my part to be able to help 
raise funds in hopes of a positive 
outcome.” 

Mr. Peterson’s gracious person- 
ality and handsome looks have 
opened many marketing and prod- 
uct doors for him. He has ap- 
peared in corporate films and com- 
mercials and he plans to be 
involved in many more. 

D.J. Peterson has what it takes 
when it comes to being on top in 
any large promotion. He feels it 
takes “determination...when 


you're dealing with the toughest 
wrestling competition in the most 
prestigious wrestling organization 
in the world, you can’t afford to slip 
up. | plan to remain in the top rank- 
ings because of my dedication, 
continued hard work and pride in 
my sport. Of course, a little luck 
thrown in with that never hurt 
either!” 

When his career as a profes- 
sional wrestler is over, how does 
D.J. Peterson want to be remem- 
bered? ‘‘As a person who helped 
other people and brought joy and 
entertainment into their lives.” * 


URY | 
PIN UP (7.4 
AMOR MK OK TE ) ‘i Tommy 
““Wildtire’’ 
Rich 


week wewenk 


~ 
v 
> 
c 
=) 
u 
S 
= 
al 
= 
ey) 
Ww 
x 
= 


WRESTLING FURY BACK ISSUES 
WRESTLING 


“ADORABLE” ADRIAN: 
MALE OR FEMALE? 


\ 


‘FURY 


fe) HULK HOGAN'S MOST 


EMBARRASSING MATCH 


KEVIN VON 
ERICH vs. 
MICHAEL 
HAYES —@ 
a 


KING TONGA VS. 
“BIG” JOHN STUDD 


HARLEY RACES’ 


iS ACO INTO THE WWE 


WORKING t 
FOR 
RIC FLAIR? 


ts Brutus Beefcake Holding Him Back? 


BRAWL IN BALTIMORE! 


“WAHOO McDANIEL VS. 


THE LEGEND OF 
J “GORGEOUS” JIMMY GARVIN 


\ BRUNO SAMMARTINO 


(PS SS 2S SS SS SS ee 


DEC 86 $4.00 
FEB87 $300 


APRIL 87 $3.00 


JUN 87 $3.00 


PO BOX 138, MARLBORO, NJ 07746 


AUG87 $3.00 


B TOTAL ENCLOSED: $ , 


i 


H STATE zIP 


INTERVIEW 
THE OUTCOME 


OF THE FLAIR- 


HOGAN 
MATCH-UP 


WILL KIRCHNER 
GOAWOL? ©”) 


TWO CHAMPS, ONE TITLE: 
MACHO VS. MORALES poco 


i I f 


APRIL 87 


THE FIVE MEN 


NICK BOCKWINKEL FEARS 


SANTAN Agi. 
=1tU BE ae 
BACK) 

Aro 


\) MAGNIFICENT 
ONE 


DON 
MURACO 


BEES BUZZ-Interviews | 


EYE-OPENNING 
ACTION 1 i MONTH 


PO BOX 138, MARLBORO, NJ 07746 


WRESTLING EVE 


ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION US = $24.00 
(12 EXCITING ISSUES) 


CANADA & FOREIGN $30.00 
(U.S. FUNDS ONLY} 


AT EASE: A WORD WITH 
SERGEANT SLAUGHTER 


by Don Laible 


There have been scores of heros to 
hit the wrestling scene in the past 
few years. Perhaps the best defini- 
tion of a hero is a patriot. Who bet- 
ter to fill that role for the young and 
old to look up to with respect and 
admiration than the America’s 
Champion, Sergeant Slaughter. 
Recently in a rare, no-holds-barred 
conversation, the former United 
States Marine, now a wrestling leg- 
end, dispensed his most personal 
feelings towards his intriguing ca- 
reer and the state of pro wrestling 
today. 

WRESTLING FURY: Were you a 
fan of professional wrestling when 
growing up? 

SERGEANT SLAUGHTER: | sure 
was. Some of my favorites were 
Mad Dog Vachon, Bruno Sammar- 
tino, Freddie Blassie and Verne 
Gagne. Another fellow that | really 
enjoyed watching was Haystacks 
Calhoun. 

WF: All through your career you 
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have experienced great heights of 
success. When you first started out 
you saw a lot of ring action in the 
Central States region and in Loui- 
siana. Tell us a little about the early 
years. 

SS: Well, the early years were kind 
of like an apprenticeship for me. 
Sometimes | traveled to the shows 
and made less money wrestling 
than it cost me to get to the 
matches. But, that’s what all rook- 
ies have gone through. Fortunately 
for me, one day things seemed to 
turn around for my career. How- 
ever, those are the days that are 
the most important to me because 
you realized just what was ahead 
for you if you worked hard. I’d see 
all the big mat stars driving around 
in Cadillacs and | had an old pick- 
up truck that hardly made it from 
town to town. 

WF: Since you turned pro, what 
are some of your more memorable 
moments? 

SS: Beating the Iron Sheik in the 
“Boot Camp” match in Madison 


Square Garden a few years back. | 
never have enjoyed a victory as 
that one! | guess the biggest mo- 
ment for me was when | won the 
America’s title from Larry Zbyszko. 
WF: Would you please reflect a bit 
on perhaps one of the greatest 
managers in wrestling history— 
The Grand Wizard? 

SS: The Grand Wizard was the 
best, | have to agree on that. He 
was there at ringside, he never got 
involved in a match and The Wiz- 
ard never interfered. Perhaps his 
most important role to me when he 
handled my career was that of a 
scout. The Wizard would report to 
me weaknesses of my upcoming 
opponents. During a match he 
would come over to me with sug- 
gestions on various maneuvers | 
should try. Most of the time he was 
right. I'd say he was 99% correct 
on all his advice. | became very 
successful under the Wizard’s 
management. He died of a heart 
attack in 1984 and | miss him. | 
called him the “General.”’ | still 


feel the Wizard is somewhere 
around watching over me. 

WF: Getting back to the early 
years, when you were with the 
A.W.A. you were managed by Lord 
Alfred Hayes and billed as The Su- 
per Destroyer Mark 2. You also saw 
action in the N.W.A’ as The Super 
Destroyer. During those times you 
wore a mask. Why? 


SS: | had gotten injured and quit 
wrestling for a while. | wanted to 
keep my identity a secret until | 
could get back into the ring shape 
that | wanted to be in. Mainly, | 
wanted to see if | could handle the 
punishment. Once | had felt that | 
was back in the form before being 
injured, | brought the Sergeant 
gear back out of the locker. | 


wasn’t really happy with my career 
at that time and | didn’t want to em- 
barrass the Marine Corp. also. 

WF: What were your thoughts 
when you had departed from the 
W.W.F. and they (W.W.F.) came up 
with what many felt was a cheap 
imitation of you in Corporal 
Kirchner? 

SS: Everybody has to make a liv- 


Caught in the Iron Sheik’s dreaded “camel clutch,” Slaughter painfully thinks out his next move. 


WRESTLING FURY 51 


Slaughter is ready to do battle anywhere, anytime. (photo by Lockwood) 


The Sarge stalks his opponent. 
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ing. Corporal Kirchner just hap- 
pened to be the person the W.W.F. 
picked to try to take my place. | 
don’t think he was too successful 
for them. Kirchner wasn’t that sea- 
soned of a veteran to be wrestling 
in the Federation. That organiza- 
tion is strictly for the professionals. 
It’s an honor to be copied and imi- 
tated. | looked at the situation not 
hoping that he’d fail but | knew that 
he would. After all, he was just a 
Corporal! 

WF: Do you see professional 
wrestling today on a whole, as a 
“two horse” race between the 
McMahon’s and the Crockett’s? 
SS: At this point | do. But every- 
thing comes around. Don’t count 
the A.W.A. out yet, or any other 
league. The W.W.F. and the N.W.A. 
are the power horses now because 
they have all the television and the 
rest of the media wrapped up. It’s 
been that way for both of them 
(WWF and NWA) before and they 
lost their positions as leading pro- 
motional organizations for awhile, 
and then they got their places at 
the top back again. Vince 
McMahon, Jr. is a brilliant man, a 
genius at television promotion but 
he doesn’t know anything about 
wrestling! 

WF: What do you think went wrong 
with the Pro Wrestling USA con- 
cept? Promoters all around the 
country banded together, pooled 
talent and secured a television 
show in New York City. That idea 
seemed the best way to combat a 
monopoly by any one promotion, 
yet the venture failed. Why? 

SS: It’s too hard to succeed when 
you have three or more leagues 
working together and each wants 
their match as the main event. It 
was hard for the promoters to de- 
cide who should get top billing. 
The powers in charge had their 
squabbles and the idea went down 
the tubes. The failure of Pro Wres- 
tling USA hurt the fans because 
they were able to see the top talent 
that normally didn’tappear on the 
East Coast with the W.W.F. 

WF: You currently wrestle for sev- 
eral promotions. Is there any par- 
ticular wrestler that you would like 
to meet that you haven't yet? 

SS: Curt Hennig is a great young 
champion. He, perhaps more than 
anyone, is the one person who |’d 
look forward to a match with. I'll 
put my America’s title up against 
his A.W.A. strap anytime. Hulk 


Hogan, Ric Flair and Steve Wil- 
liams should all be willing to give 
me a shot at their world titles, al- 
though, | feel the America’s title is 
worth more than their regional 
championships. | wrestle the num- 
ber one names in the sport all over 
the country. 

WF: What do you think when you 
hear the name Bob Backlund? 
SS: He was a tough opponent for 
many years. | felt | beat him sev- 
eral times but interference by his 
manager, Arnold Skoaland, kept 
me from winning the title. Bob was 


A test of strength between Slaughter and the Iron Sheik. 


probably the greatest wrestler as 
far as being in the best physical 
shape. He was, and still is, quite 
an athlete, a world champion in 
many ways. Bob has always been 
a good businessman, never an an- 
gry man and that is what | feel cost 
him the W.W.F. Heavyweight title to 
the Iron Sheik. 

WF: How do you want the fans to 
remember you when you retire? 
SS: As America’s hero. When they 
look back at Sergeant Slaughter’s 
career they'll probably say they 
saw:some of the greatest matches 


of all-time. | don’t think my 
matches can be duplicated. Wres- 
tling has gone away from wrestling, 
it’s become too flashy, too much 
hype and not enough emphasis on 
athletic ability. And it will all come 
back to the style of the days when 
Lou Thesz, Bruno Sammartino and 
“Killer’’ Kowalski were on top of 
the sport. And that is an era I’m 
proud to have been in. 

WF: Thank you for your comments 
and thoughts. 

SS: It’s been my pleasure. You’re 
dismissed Mr. Laible! * 
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THE QUESTION BOX 


Where Wrestling Fans Come for the Answers 


Q: Dear Editor, 


| like your magazine and also 
like reading the Question Box. 
Was Hulk Hogan ever the 
A.W.A. Heavyweight champion 
or the N.W.A. Heavyweight 
champion? 
Peter Jensen 
(Milwaukee, WI.) 


: While Hogan was in the A.W.A. 
he never held the Heavyweight 
title. Although he had shots 
against Nick Bockwinkel, cham- 
pion at the time, he never de- 
feated him. His stay in the 
A.W.A. was brief because, dur- 
ing that time, he was making 
the movie ‘Rocky Il.’ As far as | 
know, he was never in the 
N.W.A. 


: Dear Question Box, 
Why did the Islanders go on the 
bad side and be managed by 
Bobby Heenan? 
John-Paul Davidson 
(Hamilton, Ontario) 


: After seeing the light, Haku and 
Tama apparently realized “The 
Brain” could further their career 
quicker than doing it on their 
own. Being offered more money 
probably helped with their 
decision! 


: Dear QBE, 
| have been a wrestling fan for 
years and have been impressed 
by good looks and talent. But, 
one young man impressed me 
so that | kept returning to wres- 
tling. | was wondering if you 
could tell me how to reach 
Brickhouse Brown and will he 
be returning to the N.W.A.? 
R.A. Richardson 


(Apex, N.C.) 


: As we go to print, Brickhouse 
Brown (A/K/A The Prince) can 
be seen in the Memphis area. 
You may write to him in care of 
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The Dingo Warrior wrestled under other 
names. 


Jerry Jarrett Promotions, 126 
Waltons Ferry Road, Suite F-1, 
Hendersonville, TN. 37075. As 
for his return to the N.W.A., your 
guess is as good as mine. 


: Please settle a bet for me. | 


know I’ve seen the Dingo (UIti- 
mate) Warrior wrestle before 
but | can’t remember where. | 
know he used a different name 
and my best friend says |’m 
crazy. There’s $20 riding on 
your answer so please tell me 
what | want to hear! 

Jason Michaels 

(Tulsa, OK.) 


: Tell your friend you'd like the 


$20 in cash because you're 
right! Before becoming the 
Dingo Warrior, he teamed with 
Sting, who is currently in the 
N.W.A., and they were known 
as The Bladerunners. 


: What are the chances of Greg 


Valentine dumping Dino Bravo 
and making up with Brutus 
Beefcake? Also, | am a fan of 
Kevin Sullivan’s and wondered 
if he would ever be entering the 
W.W.F.? 

Sheila Collins 

(Arcadia, CA.) 


A: 


A: 


Q: 


A: 


By the time you read this, you 
shouldn't need me to answer 
the first question. Before the 
end of 1987, Valentine split with 
Bravo and went under the tute- 
lage of Jimmy Hart. | seriously 


doubt he'll ever team again with 
Beefcake as too much blood 
was shed between them in the 
past. As for Sullivan entering 
the W.W.F., chances are slim to 
none! 


: | was wondering if you could. 


give me the address to write to 
Jimmy “Mouth of the South” 
Hart? 
Gary E Rhodes 
(Manassas Park, VA.) 


You can write to Jimmy Hart in 
care of Titan Sports, PO Box 
3859, Stamford, CT. 06905. 


| watch the W.W.F. every Sun- 
day and have wondered why 
Jesse “The Body” Ventura 
hasn’t wrestled. | really like 
Jesse alot and miss seeing him 
in the squared circle. Why 
doesn’t he wrestle anymore? 
Barb Cookman 
(Fremont, NE.) 


| totally agree with you. Not see- 
ing “The Body” in the ring any- 
more is a disappointment to 
most wrestling fans. | had the 
privilege of interviewing him a 
few years back and he told me 
then that when his son became 
old enough to understand the 
sport, he would leave the 
squared circle. He never 
wanted his son to watch him 
participate in all the ring vio- 
lence. I’m sure his reasons for 
no longer wrestling are his, and 
his alone, but surely his movie 
career is on top of that list. If he 
were injured in the squared cir- 
cle, his movie career would be 
over. 


Welcome to the most authoritative question and answer column in 


wrestling today. Send your questions or comments to: Wrestling Fury, C/O 


Jems Inc., RO. Box 138, Marlboro, NJ 07746. Att: Question Box Editor 


Hulk Hogan—was he champ of another 
federation? 


Q: Dear Wrestling Fury, 

Can you please tell me if Hulk 

Hogan is related to “Superstar” 

Billy Graham because they look 

so much alike? Please make 

sure you tell me the truth. 

Nancy Martens 

(Lindenhurst, N.Y.) 


A: Unless the Hulkster has a deep, 
dark secret, | can truthfully say 
he is not related to “Superstar”’ 
Billy Graham. Honest! 


Q: | am a fan of the British Bull- 
dogs and would like to write to 
them. Where can | reach them? 

Tamara Halsell 
(Elworth Air Force Base, S.D.) 


Q: Thank goodness ‘‘Leaping” 
Lanny Poffo is back in action as 
| think he is wonderful! Where 
can | obtain a large poster of 
him? 

D. Fox 
(Fredricksburg, VA.) 


A: Anyone wishing to write to any 


A: 


a ee ee - -  e 


Greg Valentine needs a new tag team partner. 
SS 


W.W.F. wrestlers, may do so 
through TITAN SPORTS, PO 
Box 3859, Stamford, CT. 06905. 
Also use this address if inter- 
ested in obtaining posters, au- 
tographs, photos, etc. 


: | would like to know where | 


could write to Hulk Hogan? 
Also, who did he defeat for the 
W.W.F. belt? 
Michael Robinson 
(Canada) 


: Once again, Hogan can be 


reached through the Titan 
Sports address. | believe he de- 
feated the Iron Sheik for the 
Heavyweight title on January 
23, 1983. 


: | really like the Rock ’N Roll Ex- 


press and Ronnie and Jimmy 
Garvin, along with Precious. Is 
there an address where | can 
write to each of them? 


Julie Riggins 
(Omaha, NE.) 


: All wrestlers in the Mid-Atlantic 


area can be written to in care of 
JIM CROCKETT PROMO- 
TIONS, 421 Briarbend Drive, 
Charlotte, N.C. 28209. 


: Is Mike Rotundo related to 


Barry Windham? 
Chery! Pritchard 
(Asheville, N.C.) 


As far as we know, Mike is mar- 
ried to Barry’s sister. 


: | must admit, the February '88 


issue was by far the best issue 
Fury has put out. Must be be- 
cause there is a woman at the 
helm! My favorite article was 
‘Land of the Lost’ but I also en- 
joy reading about the indepen- 
dent groups. Seems your mag- 
azine doesn’t just favor one 
area like some of the others but 
gives the smaller promotions a 


fair shot. Please keep up the 
excellent work and |’ll always 
be a devoted reader. 


Nadine Friedman 
(New York, N.Y) 


: | really need help. Where did 


Dick Slater disappear to after 
he so abruptly left the W.W.F.? 


Thomas Jardine 
(Dulaney, KY.) 


: Dick was in the A.W.A. fora 


short stint but is now in Georgia 
as a co-booker, along with 
Tommy Rich, for a newly formed 
group under the banner of 
Southern Wrestling Associa- 
tion. The S.W.A. was started by 
Jerry Blackwell. 
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PAUL E. 
DANGEROUSLY 


Managing with style 


Paul E. Dangerously lives by the 
motto, ‘Why play it safe when you 
can live life dangerously?”’ Conse- 
quently his job of manager, repre- 
senting an entourage of some of 
the most devastating forces in the 
world of professional wrestling in- 
sures himself a safe existence. 
The individuals he governs are the 
most feared athletes in the sport 
today. Under his guidance you will 
find The New Midnight Express, 
consisting of ‘‘Loverboy’”’ Dennis 
Condrey and “Ravishing” Randy 
Rose, “Adorable” Adrian Adonis 
and Austin Idol, who is currently 
based with a promotion in Georgia. 

A self-proclaimed “‘connoisseur” 
when it comes to managing, Paul 
says, “Some managers are great, 
some can talk, some have great 
looks and others project a lot of en- 
ergy; but |’m all those things rolled 
into one. |’m the type of manager 
everyone Strives to be, but they all 
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fall short. The Bobby Heenans, 
Gary Harts and J.J. Dillons of the 
world don’t even begin to compare 
because my style is simply impos- 
sible to duplicate.” 

Before Mr. Dangerously got into 
the business of guiding wrestler’s 
careers, he was the chief editor for 
two national wrestling magazines. 
He was also employed as the Di- 
rector of Public Relations and head 
photographer for Studio 54, in New 
York, where he rubbed elbows with 
pretty faces such as Boy George, 
Patti LaBell, Jon Bon Jovi and 
Shannon to name a few. They all 
tried to lure him away from his love 
of professional wrestling to be- 
come their personal manager be- 
cause of his savvy and business 
sense but, no matter how hard they 
tried, Paul was determined to make 
his dream of becoming a success- 
ful wrestling manager come true. 

Although fairly new to the busi- 


Paul helps Austin Idol with his robe. 


ness of pro wrestling, he has al- 
ready stirred up more controversy 
and caused more damage than 
any other manager in the history of 
the sport. He is responsible for put- 
ting tag teams such as The Fantas- 
tics (Bobby Fulton/Tommy Rogers) 
and the Samoans (Afa/Sika) out of 
wrestling for large lengths of time, 
as well as being liable for a com- 
pletely shaven head on Jerry 
Lawler during a match in the Mid- 
South area. 

Currently Paul E. Dangerously 
with his Dangerous Alliance, the 
New Midnight Express and Adrian 
Adonis, has been making plans to 
rule the A.W.A.. His Express al- 
ready reigns as the A.W.A. Tag 
Team Champions but he still plans 
on putting a bit of gold around 
Adonis’ waist. He promises to over- 
come any and all obstacles in his 
quest and feels that a key factor in 
this process will be a close collabo- 
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in Adonis is under the guidance of Paul E. Dangerously. 


ration with his wrestlers abilities 
and his keen management knowl- 
edge. 

When a choice has to be made 
between scientific holds or throw- 
ing the rules away, Paul usually ad- 
vises his men to do the latter. In his 
own words he says, “I tell my boys 
to go out there and win. | don’t 
care what tactics they use, if need 
be, | would expect them to punch 
their mother, grandmother or who- 
ever in the nose...it makes no dif- 
ference, just so they win. You make 
money by winning and | love to 
win.” 

Because of his desire to remain 
on top, Paul E. handles only stars. 
He turns many, many athletes 
away. ‘| have turned down hun- 
dreds of wrestlers, Hollywood ce- 
lebrities, rock stars and dignitaries 
on a daily basis who continue to 
hound me on the telephone. They 
all want me to handle their careers. 
I’m not easy to be around because 
in choosing the best, | expect the 
best.” 

His wrestlers certainly do pro- 
vide him with the very best life has 
to offer. By maintaining a high cash 
flow, they allow Paul E. to live a life- 
Style of pure opulence. Expensive 
cars, designer clothes, fine wines, 
exotic foods and all “the good 
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things” in life are constantly at his 
disposal. The only thing he regrets 
is not being able to trade places 
with his female companions so he 
could be on the receiving end of 
what he considers himself to be, 
the “World’s Greatest Date.” 

Like him or not, you have to ad- 
mit that Paul E. Dangerously is a 
force to be reckoned with. His for- 
mula for business, “shrewd, rude 


and smooth”, is a combination that 
he feels will take him to the top of 
the charts in the American Wres- 
tling Association. 

“You watch, I'll soon have all the 
wrestlers under my monarchy and 
when | accomplish that task, | plan 
onrenaming the A.W.A.tothe — 
PED. That stands for Paul E. Dan- 
gerously and don’t you ever forget 
itl!” * 
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FAREWELL TO 
TIGER JOE 
TOMASSO 


by Brewster Molesky 


It had been several months since 
I'd had the opportunity to talk at 
length with Tiger Joe Tomasso. 
Over coffee one afternoon Joe 
mentioned that he was contemplat- 
ing a return to the pro wrestling 
world in the capacity of manager. 
Two months later, newspaper ads 
began to appear. A new organiza- 
tion, North American Wrestling As- 
sociation, was underway and was 
to be based in Edmonton. To- 
masso, according to publicity, was 
now managing Buddy Franken- 
stein, a creature who's entire head 
appeared to be covered in ban- 
dage and tape. This information in- 
terested me. An announcement 
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heralding the formation of a new 
wrestling group will automatically 
capture the attention of any seri- 
ous wrestling enthusiast. 

Tiger Joe Tomasso had been my 
idol for many years now. In fact, he 
was the first real, live professional 
wrestler | ever had a conversation 
with, brief as it was. | was a mere 
lad of thirteen at the time. 

| was, by this time, a loyal fol- 
lower of the sport, thanks to the 
weekly televised editions of Stam- 
pede Wresiling. The reality of see- 
ing my beloved gladiators in the 
flesh had me utterly enthralled! 

Since then I’ve gotten to know 
Joe on a more personal basis and 
consider him to be among my fa- 
vorite humans. Always a gentle- 
man, Joe is still my idol, even after 


Tiger Joe managed Buddy Frankenstein. 


all these years. He’s wrestled un- 
der a variety of masked aliases in 
territories spanning the continent. 
During the Fifties and early Sixties, 
The Bat terrorized circuits through- 
out the Southwestern United 
States. As The Rat, Joe headlined 
cards in Kansas City and surround- 
ing areas. The mid-Sixties saw The 
Assassins (Tomasso and Guy 
Mitchell) achieve great success in 
Chicago, Indianapolis and other 
Midwest cities. The Assassins met 
and soundly defeated such major 
competition as Pat O’Connor and 
Bobby Managoff, Verne Gagne 
and Wilbur Snyder and other 
highly rated teams. 

Lou Thesz, Dick Hutton, Buddy 
Rogers and Pat O’Connor have all 
experienced some uncomfortable 


Zeke the Geek pounds Rich Lauman while 
Tiger Joe watches. 


moments in the ring during their 
championship reigns, courtesy of 
Joe. Tiger Tomasso and Gil Hayes 
dominated Canadian ring action as 
tag team champions throughout 
much of the Seventies. 

WF: What made you decide to be- 
come actively involved in pro wres- 
tling again after being away from it 
for so long? 

TJT: | was never really that far 
away from it. I’ve always main- 
tained a number of contacts in the 
business. | still do. Anyway, when | 
saw what Orest and Marc (Orest 
Zmyndak and Mare Paquin, direc- 
tors of the now extinct NAWA) were 
putting together, | saw the ooten- 
tial. The NAWA wrestlers were be- 
coming familiar faces in the media. 
We were getting a lot of coverage 
in the papers and some TV com- 
mercials besides. 

WE: The NAWA was in the public 
eye prominently for a while, then it 
seemed to vanish. What hap- 
pened? 

TJT: Things just didn’t work out. 
WF: Last week | ran into Orest at a 
bookstore. When | inquired about 
Buddy Frankenstein, he turned 
pale and quickly changed the sub- 
ject. Now I’m curious. When you 
accepted Buddy as a client, did 
you have any idea of the problems 
he was capable of creating? 

TJT: | knew the guy before he was 
Buddy Frankenstein. He’s wrestled 
in a lot of territories under different 
names. He never seemed overly 
ambitious before. Didn’t care 


Did Tomasso’s wre 


of wrestling? 


whether he won or lost. Soon as he 
wrapped his head in bandages he 
changed. He still didn’t care 
whether he won or lost. But he 
seemed to wrestle with more inten- 
sity than before. He started doing 
crazy stuff in the ring, violent stuff | 
never knew he was capable of. His 
personality changed, even when 
off duty. 

WF: Pro wrestling can be a profit- 
able and socially acceptable way 
to channel aggressive impulses. 
TJT: Yeah, that basically holds 
true for any sport, but | think wres- 
tling especially. There’s more free- 
dom to develop a persona to a 
fairly extreme degree. A guy can 
get pretty wrapped up in his gim- 
mick sometimes. Frankenstein 
gets wrapped up in his gimmick in 
more ways than one. He got to be 
a little weird. Putting on monster 
makeup and:bandages means a lot 
more to him than a gimmick 
should. 

WF: | heard there’s someone call- 
ing himself Von Frankenstein ap- 
pearing on recent Superstar Wres- 
tling shows around Alberta. Is it the 
same person? 

TJT: Indeed it is! 

WF: Do you anticipate any further 
managerial duties in the near fu- 
ture? 

TJT: No. Not for a while, anyway. 
That business with Buddy or Von 
or whatever the hell his name is 
kind of soured me on wresiling. 
Not that I’m blaming the entire 
sport for the actions of one twisted 
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Pau! Lauman takes out his frustrations on 
Buddy Frankenstein. 


individual or anything like that. I’ve 
given the better part of my life to 
wrestling. I’ve enjoyed all my years 
in the business, all the people I’ve 
met on the road. I’ve made a lot of 
friends. | just feel it’s time for a 
change. There’s a lot more to life 
than wrestling. 
WF: | understand you preside over 
a thriving pre-owned automobile 
dealership here in Edmonton. 
TJT: Yeah, that’s one of my many 
hobbies. I’ve always liked dealing 
with people in one way or another. 
I’m always running into people on 
the street and in restaurants who 
recognize me from my wrestling 
days. Sometimes that can be an 
advantage, from a business stand- 
point. 
At this point, Tomasso stopped to 
relight his cigar. The pause in our 
conversation afforded me the op- 
portunity to consult my notes. 
There were a number of topics | 
could bring up, more than enough 
to fill the remainder of the inter- 
view. But there was something in 
particular | wanted to ask. | felt 
compelled to bring the maiter out 
in the open, even at the risk of of- 
fending my host. 
It concerned an incident that oc- 
curred late last summer, involving 
Buddy Frankenstein, Zeke the 
Geek and, allegedly, Tiger Joe To- 
masso himself. It seems Buddy 
and Zeke had lost an important de- 
cision to Edmonton’s own Rich and 
Paul Lauman in a tag team event. 
The Lauman twins, relative new- 
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comers to wrestling, had already 
impressed more experienced wres- 
tlers with their high degree of po- 
tential. They were mere rookies in 
the eyes of Tomasso and company, 
however. Consequently, a victory 
by the twins over his own team en- 
raged the manager. 

It happened that Rich Lauman was 
travelling alone that night. He re- 
calls a vehicle following him back 
to the city but thought nothing of it 
at the time. Serious wrestling fans 
have been known to travel from 
town to town to attend the 
matches. 

Later, in a parking lot of a closed 
restaurant where Rich had in- 
tended to eat, he encountered his 
attackers. The next thing he knew, 
he was in the hospital, his left leg 
encased in tons of bandage. The 
Lauman twins unofficially credited 
Frankenstein, Zeke and Joe with 
the after hours urban ambush. 
Unofficially. No mention of the inci- 
dent to the law. ‘I'd rather settle it 
myself,” Paul told me the day after 
the attack. ‘Me, too,” Rich chuck- 
led. ‘I told the hospital staff | hurt 
myself training. They believed 
me.” Tomasso dismissed the alle- 
gations. 

So, that’s the story. Rich’s recollec- 
tion of that night is dim, possibly 
due to a blow on the head sus- 
tained at the onset of the assault. 
He couldn't positively say that 
Tomasso was actually present. He 
vaguely remembers the drooling 
countenance of Zeke the Geek, 
and the bandaged face of Buddy 
Frankenstein. 

| realize Tomasso was, for many 
years, one of wrestling’s nastiest 
villains. | watched him in action 
many times during the Seventies, 
when he and Gil Hayes were the 
Canadian tag team champions. It’s 
true that he was capable of some 
truly vicious tactics in the ring. But 
that was on the job. I’ve known Joe 
for several years now and | just 
can’t imagine that he would or- 
chestrate such a violent, repulsive 
act away from the ring. | felt com- 
pelled to inquire... 

TJT: Absolutely not! That’s some- 
thing Frank and Zeke did on their 
own. | don’t want to be associated 
with them at all. 

WF: Well, | don’t mind telling you 
I'm relieved. | never felt comfort- 
able around those guys. What 
about Rich Lauman? Has his leg 
healed sufficiently to allow his re- 
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turn to action? 

TJT: Not yet. He’s still having 
problems with his leg. He’s not 
even sure if he’ll be able to wrestle 
again. | visited him in the hospital 
after it happened. | just wanted 
them to know that | was in no way 
involved in the thing. 

WF: Do you think Paul will try to 
avenge his brother’s injury? 

TJT: Well, he’s been wrestling on 
some of the Superstar shows 
around the province. He’s been on 
some of the same shows Franken- 
stein has but, so far, Frank’s man- 
aged to avoid a confrontation. Paul 
told me he has no intention of let- 
ting Frank get away with what he 
did. 

WF: What about Zeke? 

TJT: He figures Frankenstein was 
more or less controlling Zeke. 
Paul’s not worried about Zeke the 
Geek. He wants the Frankenstein 
monster. 

WF: Do you think you'll miss the 
wrestling business at all? 

TJT: Not really. | have plenty to 
keep me busy. Now | have time to 
do things I’ve had in mind for a 
long time. With wrestling and man- 
aging, | never had any time for 
other pursuits. There was always 
the long road trips, the gym and 
training in the ring and there were 
always meetings, press interviews, 
you name it. All my activities, even 


away from the ring, were somehow 
related to wrestling. Not that | 
minded, of course. Wrestling’s 
been great to me and I've always 
enjoyed it. But, it’s like | said. 
There’s more to life than wrestling. 
And now | have the time for all the 
projects I’ve had in mind for years. 
And, just as important as time, I’ve 
got the money. 

WF: We've had numerous conver- 
sations about the changes that 
have taken place in wrestling over 
the years. Any comments of that 
subject you'd care to share with 
our readers? 

TJT: Yeah. I’ve seen some 
changes, that’s for sure. I’ve been 
in the business since 1947, so you 
can imagine! What can | say that 
hasn’t been said a million times al- 
ready? There are some things | 
might not approve of one hundred 
percent. But, look at the facts. Pro 
wrestling is big-time like it’s never 
been before. The boys are in- 
stantly recognized everywhere, 
and not just within the range of one 
particular circuit or other. Big-time 
wrestling is here to stay. Knock it 
all you want. Success is success. 
WF: Joe, I’ve enjoyed the inter- 
view, as | always enjoy our conver- 
sation. I’m sure | speak for the fans 
as well as myself when | wish you 
luck in your future endeavors. 
Thank you. 


Frankenstein and Tiger Joe Tomasso were an awesome duo of wrestler and manager. 


~} Garden before 20,000 on-lookers. 
‘| The Kramer Junior High School, 


by Don Laible 

The match that took months to be 
signed, that had wrestling fans in 
New England buzzing with excite- 
ment for what, many seemed to be 


}.an eternity in the makings paid off 


just as promoters had hoped for. 


1 No, the International Wrestling 
4} Federation’s Heavyweight Champi- 
4 onship match wasn’t booked in 


New York City’s Madison Square 


erged among the young and old. 


nestled in the Southern Connecti- 
cut city of Willimantic, hosted the 
title match which saw the ‘‘Texas 
Tornado” —Cowboy Chris Duffy put 
his laurels on the line against fan- 
favorite Enrico “The Brooklyn As- 
sassin” DiMaria. From the onset of 
the match, three thousand enthusi- 
astic and extremely vocal fans in 
attendance all had smiles on their 
faces, especially when exiting the 
gymnasium when heading home 
that evening. A new hero had em- 


Throughout the past two years, 
since his crowning as the I.W.F. 
Heavyweight Champ, a title in 
which he won by outlasting twenty- 
one other highly qualified athletes 
in a battle royal held in Boston, 
Cowboy Chris Duffy has slowly but 
surely risen to the top of the south- 
ern New England wrestling fans 
hate list. Duffy, a Dallas native, has 
engaged in several of the most 
brutal and sadistic matches wit- 
nessed in recent years. 
Utilizing his two hundr 
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pound frame, Duffy, who has 
shown total disrespect for the rule- 
book and the referee’s purpose in 
the ring, has taken on such nota- 
bles as lvan Putski, Ox Baker and 
Johnny Rodz. Never accused of 
being ignorant when it came down 
to holding on to his precious belt, 
Duffy, on more than one occasion, 
appeared to have been disqualified 
on purpose to save his status 
among wrestling’s elite. 

The often spoken and many 
times proven correct saying, ‘Don’t 
count your chickens before they 
hatch’, came true once again 
when the Cowboy was backed into 
a corner to square off against a 
man billed as “The Brooklyn As- 
sassin”’. Being caught up with the 
various materialistic luxuries that 
his championship has brought his 
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Cowboy Chris Duffy bodyslams DiMaria on a concrete floor. 


way, Duffy apparently overlooked 
and underestimated the power and 
finesse of Enrico DiMaria. Never 
has anyone fit their billing in a truer 
sense than Enrico. Born and 
raised in New York City’s largest 
borough, DiMaria left the streets 
where he earned a reputation as a 
tough kid, whether fighting in the 
Streets or slugging it out in gyms. It 
was no secret among promoters 
and trainers that once Enrico 
curbed his style and calmed down, 
he had the opportunity to enjoy a 
highly successful career on the 
mat circuits. 

For the past two and a half years 
as a touring pro, Enrico had his 
eye on the actions of Duffy. Win- 
ning a large percentage of his 
matches and staying in the best 
possible physical condition, DiMa- 


ria hoped and patiently waited to 
get the number one ranking from 
the |.W.F.’s governing body to put 
him in line for a championship 
match. “Everything I’ve ever done 
in my life, I’ve worked hard at. | 
don’t, nor will ever, expect anything 
to be handed out to me. You appre- 
ciate something, at least | feel, 
more when you earn it. When 
Duffy finally ran out of lame ex- 
cuses as to why he wasn’t willing 
to sign to put his title up against 
me, | knew | had him mentally de- 
feated. | felt half the battle was al- 
ready won,” said Enrico in the 
locker room before his match 
against Duffy. 

Little did the big Texan realize, 
as he confidently strutted to the 
battle grounds, the ring, wearing 
his goldea championship belt that 


would be the last occasion he 
would have it strapped around his 
waist. After a deafening chorus of 
boos, the crowd burst into screams 
and cheers for the then |.W.F. num- 
ber one challenger Enrico DiMaria. 
To ensure each competitor the 
most fairest of chances, and per- 
haps to keep Duffy from attempting 
to intimidate the referee, former 
World’s Champion Walter “Killer” 
Kowalski, was summoned by the 
|.W.F. to serve as a special guest 
referee. No way was the Dallas na- 
tive going to sway a legend’s ring 
actions. Kowalski, a man who 
through his thirty years in wrestling 
as a grappler, gained the respect 
from his peers and from the fans 
as one of the toughest ever to be in 
the sport. With the “Killer” filling 
the peace keeper’s role, all parties 
concerned with this title match 
were in agreement that whatever 


took place, it would be within rules. 


After twenty minutes of maneu- 
vers and counterholds, a tired, 
worn down and obviously out- 
classed Duffy was ’ripe’ for the 
pickins. A dazed soon-to-be ex 
champ was getting the beating of 
his young, spoiled wrestling life. A 
series of dropkicks and forearms to 
his nasal area set Duffy up to be 
pinned and dethroned. Bleeding 
profusely from the nose, a weak- 
ened Duffy tried valiantly to pick 
himself off the mat apron and to re- 
gain the steadiness in his legs, in 


5 Using his weight to his advantage, Duffy applies a chokehold on the 
Brooklyn Assassin. 


hopes of somehow getting back 
into the match. 

Enrico DiMaria, still as fresh as 
when the encounter started, 
quickly climbed to the top rope, 
perched himself ever so gingerly in 
a ready position to leap and land 


his body onto that of his oppo- 


nents. In what appeared to have 
taken place in a flash, Enrico came 
down across his opponent’s chest 
causing the two men to plummet to 
the canvas. With Enrico on top of 
his fallen foe, he cradled Duffy, 


Killer Kowalski raises DiMaria’s hand in victory. 


hooked the left leg and anxiously 
awaited Kowalski’s three count. 
The kid from Brooklyn had now be- 
come a champion. The wrestling 
fans along the |.W.F. circuit now 
had a champ they could be proud 
of and that was equally ecstatic to 
represent them. 

Although he may not, at this 
point in time, be as widely known 
as Hulk Hogan, Enrico “The 
Brooklyn Assassin” DiMaria just 
may give the Hulkster a run for his 
money in the years ahead. * 
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ROCK ’N’ ROLL 


Ricky and Robert are still champs in the eyes of many. 


‘“Never Surrender’”’” 


by Mary Miller 
Photos by Michael C. Nelson 


In today’s world of professional 
wrestling, there are quite a few tag 
teams that boast about how they 
are going to be the next champi- 
ons, but all of this is mostly talk. 
Very few can back up their words, 
and one such combination is that 
of the Rock ‘N Roll Express. Being 
the most popular duo to come 
along in quite some time, they 
have accomplished everything they 
have set out to do. 

Ricky Morton and Robert Gibson 
have set a few goals and, at the top 
of the list is to regain the N.W.A. 
World Tag Team titles for the fifth 
time. Morton and Gibson realize 
this is not an easy feat for them to 
accomplish but anyone who has 
attended one of their matches can 
easily see that when they climb 
into the ring, with such determina- 
tion, not to mention their excellent 
ring prowess and stamina, they 


can go quite far. With all of the inju- 
ries they have sustained in the 
past, one can only wonder if they 
are still qualified to become cham- 
pions for the fifth time. 

Ricky and Robert must, once 
again, start their long, grueling 
climb up the ladder to obtain a title 
shot with the current National 
Wrestling Alliance World Tag Team 
title holders, Tully Blanchard and 
Arn Anderson with their ever- 
present advisor James J. Dillon. 

The Rock ’N Roll Express des- 
perately wanted Blanchard and 
Anderson to fall at their feet but 
first they realize they must take 
care of a few other obstacles in 
their path before they can get a 
crack at their titles. 

First on their list is a team that 
has been around for quite some 
time, the New Zealand Sheepherd- 
ers. This unusual team, consisting 
of Butch Miller and Luke Williams, 
enter the ring along with their pro- 
tege Johnny Ace at their sides, 
waving a flag from their homeland. 
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Since arriving in Jim Crockett 
Promotions, they have had one 
thing on their minds and that has 
been to get the Rock 'N Roll Ex- 
press out of their way once and for 
all. After being in several matches 
with them, they did manage to in- 
jure both Morton and Gibson. 
Ricky suffered a serious right knee 
injury and Robert walked away with 
numerous back problems, causing 
them both to be out of action for 
approximately one month. 

Morton has said on numerous 
occasions that, “the Rock ’N Roll 
Express would never go down with- 
out a fight. So, when you think the 
Express is gone for good, think 
again, because we will certainly be 
there when least expect us!” One 
can almost bet that Ricky and 
Robert will be more than ready for 
the Sheepherders and Johnny Ace 
when both teams finally do collide 
again. 

Next on the list is the ever- 
present Jim Cornett’s Midnight Ex- 
press, consisting of “Beautiful” 
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Bobby Eaton and “Sweet” Stan 
Lane. Cornette has always been a 
thorn in the sides of both Gibson 
and Morton, going back to the 


i 
Morton supi¢xes Bobby Eaton. 


days when they were in the Mid- 
South together. 

Since eliminating Dennis Con- 
drey, and adding Stan Lane to his 
stable, Cornette has only made his 
team stronger. Jim lost no time in 
filling Stan in on the weaknesses 
of the Rock 'N Roll as these two 
gentlemen from Tennessee had, by 
now, been injured more times than 
they cared to mention. From past 
experience, when both Expresses 
get together in the ring, no one 
ever knows what the outcome will 
be. Tempers often flare during the 
match and on more than one occa- 
sion, the referee was unable to 
maintain control in the ring. 

Not only do Ricky and Robert 
have to concentrate on the grap- 
plers in the ring while wrestling, 
but in almost every case they have 
to keep an eye on one manager or 
another. It seems that when the 
Rock ’N Roll starts to push their 
opponents back against a wall, 
leaving them with nowhere to turn, 
a manager will almost alway stick 
his nose into a match and the ma- 
jority of the time dos not get caught 
by the official. 

A perfect example is the locqua- 
cious Jim Cornette! He has used 
his trusty friend, the tennis racket, 
on several occasions against the 
Rock ’N Roll Express, with the ref- 
eree claiming to see nothing. He 
68 WRESTLING FURY 


an 


Manager Jim Cornette tries to save Eaton from a pin. 
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The Rock ’n Roll Express—definitely #1. 
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usually does his dastardly deeds 
when one or the other member of 
his Midnight Express has the offi- 
cial looking the other way. 

Morton and Gibson both vow to 
even up the score with Eaton and 
Lane, either one on one or to- 
gether, but first they must figure 
out a way to get Cornette away 
from the ring. This became a near 
impossible feat! They put him high 
above the ring in a cage and even 
started carrying tennis rackets of 
their own. 

Jim was now getting into a little 
more than his Express could han- 
die. Immediately running to his 
“mama,” she sent a bodyguard to 
protect her baby boy. “Big” Bubba 
Rogers was the man sent to do the 
impossible task and, after awhile, 
Cornette even took him under his 
wing and became his manager. 
Some time later Bubba knew that 
Jim was getting into too much trou- 
ble with his mouth so he finally de- 
cided to leave the area. Before do- 
ing so, he did get into a few 
scrapes himself with Ricky and Ro- 
bert, trying to protect Cornette, but 
it only proved to be impossible. 

Not long after the departure of 
Bubba, Jim added Dick Murdoch, 
the meanest man to come out of 
Texas in awhile, to his entourage. It 
seems that every time the Rock ’N 
Roll Express turns around, Cor- 
nette has always made a few 
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It’s only a matter of time before the gold is around the waists 
of its rightful owners. 


changes. I’m sure when the time is 
right, Murdoch will interfere just as 
the others had in the past. 

When Ricky Morton and Robert 
Gibson entered the N.W.A. nearly 
three years ago, they loudly pro- 
claimed they would never back 
down from any challengers. They 
were willing to go up against any 
opponents, whether in single or 
tag matches. 


To this date, they have proudly 
stood behind those words. Al- 
though they go in to the ring on nu- 
merous occasions injured, they still 
manage to get the job done. 
Granted, Tully Blanchard and Arn 
Anderson are in their sights now 
but they would also be just as 
happy to win the United States Tag 
belts. Either way they would be the 
winners they always were. * 
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